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From Our Pastor: “Bringing Along the Communion Kit” 

 

            Pastor Walt Harper 
 

 My loved one is sick; can one of our pastors visit? Yes, they can; and 

he’s going to ask: “Do they want to receive communion?” 
 

 Every pastor I know has a portable little box that contains the 
elements of Communion. I’m not sure if there’s a fancy liturgical name for 

it. Most pastors I know call it their “Communion Kit.” 
 

 In it, there is a sleeve of cups, a little jar of wafers, and a bottle to 

hold some wine. Some are very simple and unadorned. This is fine, since 
Communion is “the elements plus the Word.” 
 

 But having said that, many are somewhat nicely made. My 
Communion Kit has an attractive red cloth interior, with a metal cross and 

Luther’s rose on it. Long ago, it was a gift from the LWML to all fourth year seminary 
students. It has served me ever since that time. 
 

 Part of Seminary is of course the classroom experience. But the other part of 
Seminary is something called the “Field Church.” This is a local congregation in the vicinity of 

the Seminary, and every seminarian is assigned to work at one of those nearby 
congregations. 
 

 One afternoon I went with my Field Church supervisor, Pastor Jonathan Stein, on a 
shut-in visit. He’d brought with him a very old and tattered Communion Kit. It had all the 

necessary elements inside, but the exterior of it was well-worn leather. 
 

 “Where did he get it?” I asked. It was the one his father used when he was an Army 
chaplain in World War II. Pastor Stein had received it when his father retired from the 
ministry, and he had used it ever since. What a great joy it was for him to carry the same 

Communion Kit his father had used to commune the troops so long ago. 
 

 Not every visit will be a Communion visit. But any visit can be.  
 

 Is that desired? Then one of our pastors can be there, remembering to bring his 

Communion Kit. We’ll sit and visit for a little bit; then read a devotional; then have the Body 
and Blood of Christ “given and shed for us, for the forgiveness of our sins.” 

 
 

  Table of Contents 

 

 



 2 

From our Associate Pastor: Why the Resurrection Matters 
      Pastor Colin Ford  
 

As we speed toward the end of Lent and the coming of Holy Week—and eventually the 
joy of Easter—we reflect on the importance of this moment. That is, why does the 
Resurrection matter? If you were to remove the Resurrection of Christ from the narrative of 

the Bible, what would happen? 
 

Some people claim that the disciples had a mass hallucination in their grief or that the 
Resurrection was a conspiracy—that the disciples wanted to trick the rulers of Israel into 
believing He had come back from the dead. Yet, to their dying breath, they never recanted 

what they witnessed, even under threat of death. As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15, “And if 
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  More than that, we 

are then found to be false witnesses about God... And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile; you are still in your sins.” (vv. 14-15, 17) 

 

Without the Resurrection, there is no reason for us to gather on a Sunday morning. 
What does the Bible become if not just a collection of stories and moral tales? Without the 

Resurrection, everything we do as Christians is pointless. Furthermore, it would make Christ 
a liar or a madman. The rest of scripture serves the purpose of the coming of Christ due to 
the fall into sin and our need for a Savior. And if Christ died and remained dead, then 

scripture ultimately becomes a story of our damnation. 
 

But Christ has risen! And because He has risen, our faith is not in vain. Sin is 
conquered, death is defeated, and we have the promise of eternal life. This is why Easter is 
not just another holiday—it is the foundation of our hope. 

 

When we struggle with doubt, pain, or loss, we remember that the Resurrection 

assures us that suffering is not the end of the story. Just as Christ overcame the grave, so 
too will we share in His victory. Through Baptism, we are joined to Christ’s death and 
resurrection (Romans 6:4). In the Lord’s Supper, we receive His true body and blood, given 

for our forgiveness and strengthening in faith. 
 

This Easter season, as we leave the Lenten tide, the Resurrection shines through. All 
the hardship of Holy Week is ultimately undone by the joy of Easter. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Board of Fellowship 
Jill Brabham, Chairperson 

 

Lenten Lunches have been delicious as always this year! Thank you to all that have 

provided food. Please join us April 2nd and April 9th following the 12 noon service for a light 
lunch and fellowship.  

 

Please join us on Easter Sunday beginning at 9:00 am for a heavy 

continental breakfast to include breakfast casseroles, pastries, breads, 
muffins, and baked goods! We are asking the congregation to bring their 

favorite breakfast casseroles (pre-cooked but we can warm up in oven), 
breads, muffins, and other baked goods. 

 

The Church Council and the Fellowship Board will be providing pastries and fresh fruit 
as well as coffee, tea, orange juice, and water. 
 

Easter 

Breakfast 
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April 2025 Lectionary 
 
 

Date Festival First Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel 

April 6 Lent 5 Is. 43:16–21 Psalm 126 Phil. 3:8–14 Luke 20:9–20 

April 13 Palm Sunday  Zech. 9:9-12 Psalm 24:7-10 Phil. 2:5–11 Luke 19: 28-40 

April 17 Maundy Thursday Jer. 31:31–34  1 Cor. 11:23–32 Luke 22:7–20 

April 19 Holy Saturday 
1st Lesson 

Genesis 1:1-2:3 
N/A 

2nd Lesson  Gen 7:1-8;9:8-13 
3rd Lesson   Ex 14:1-31 

John 20:11-18 

April 20 Easter Sunday Is. 65:17–25 Psalm 16  1 Cor. 15:19–26 Luke 24:1–12 

April 27 Easter 2 Acts 5:12–20  Psalm 148 Rev. 1:4–18 John 20:19–31 

 

Wednesday Mid-Week Lenten Services 

 
 

 
 

 
The Board of Evangelism:  

Aresa Boykin, Chairperson 
“How then are they to call on Him in whom they have not believed? 

How are they to believe in Him whom they have not heard? 

And how are they to hear without a preacher?” Romans 10:14 
 

 You believe in your heart and you confess with your mouth. Those two aspects go 
hand in hand. At the end of this passage, Paul made it clear: how can someone come to faith 

without hearing the gospel? The gospel can only spread if Jesus’ followers share it. Believers 
are also sent to share the gospel. This can be a specific calling, if you have the gift of 

evangelism, but it is also a general calling: every follower of Jesus is sent to share the 

gospel in his or her setting. That means you are sent. Do you see yourself as a sent person. 
 

 How do you see your faith? Is it a personal faith? Do you confess your faith? Do your 

friends, family, colleagues, and neighbors know that you believe in Jesus? 
 

 Maybe this is easy and natural for you, and that is great. If you are challenged with 
talking openly about your faith, try to take one step at a time. Do not overwhelm yourself, 

but set yourself a realistic goal. This might be to be open about your faith to one person 
during the next week. This does not mean that you have to tell them the whole gospel; it 

can mean that you just mention your faith in a conversation or situation. Don’t expect too 
much too fast, but get used to being open about your faith. And 
observe the reactions of those people. As long as you talk about 

yourself and of your faith without pushing it onto them, most people 
are very respecting and open to hear about it. 
 

If you are already used to sharing your faith with others, what 

is your experience with how they react? What could be a next step? 

People are often very open to being prayed for; or if they are interested, they might be 

happy to join you at a midweek Bible study. Either way, if you are just starting or already 
used to talking about your faith, what is your next step?    

From “Multiplying the Gospel,” YouVersion Bible App.  

Services Dates Service Times 
  

Mid-Week 
Services 

April  2nd & 9th 
Lunch will be served following the Noon Services 

12:00 Noon and 
7:00 pm 
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2025 LENT, HOLY WEEK, and EASTER                                                            
SCHEDULE of WORSHIP and EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 
 

 

 

Memorial Service 

Shirley Jacques Vogel 

January 19, 1939- March 2, 2025 

March 14, 2025 

 

 Funeral Service 

Henry Alphred Weed 

November 20, 1930 - March 12, 2025 

March 17, 2025 

 

 

Wednesdays   in 

Lent 
April 2nd, 9th  

12:00 Noon 

 

Midweek Lenten Worship 

Light Lunch after the Noon Service 

7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 

Saturday 

April 12th  

 

5:00 pm 
Celebrating Palm Sunday: The Sunday of the Passion 

Worship & The Lord’s Supper 

Sunday 

April 13th 

 

8:00 am & 10:30 am 
Palm Sunday: The Sunday of the Passion 

Worship & The Lord’s Supper  

9:15 am Sunday School & Bible Classes 

Thursday 

April 17th 

 

7:00 pm 
Maundy Thursday  
Worship Service 

 with The Lord’s Supper 

Friday 

April 18th 

Noon & 7:00 pm Good Friday 
Tenebrae Service 

Holy Saturday 

April 19th  

5:00 pm Holy Saturday Baptismal 
Remembrance Service 

 

Sunday 

April 20th  

 

 

8:00 am The Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Sunday  

9:00 am 

Families with 
Children 

May come at 8:45 am 
so they will have time to 
eat before the activities 

begin. 
 

Continental Breakfast 
(No Sunday School) 

Congregation to bring: 
Breakfast casseroles (precooked), 

pastries, breads, muffins and baked goods! 
Church Council/Fellowship providing: 

Pastries, fresh fruit, and beverages. 

 

9:30 am Resurrection Celebration, Activities, & Easter Egg Hunt 
Families will begin in the downstairs “Big Room.” 

The egg hunt will continue outside for children through 4th grade. 

10:30 am The Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Sunday  
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Board of Christian Education 
Liezl Baden 

 

Thank you everyone who had signed up to help with VBS this summer, Concrete and 
Cranes. Unfortunately, since we did not have anyone volunteer to be the VBS Director, we 
have had to cancel this event for the summer.  

 

Eight members of our youth group had another adventure at the Escapology Escape 
Room venue in downtown Columbia. As expected, they enjoyed their time spent together. 

They are continuing to fundraise for their trip to the 2025 LCMS 
Youth Gathering this summer in New Orleans, LA. There was a bake 
sale at the end of March. I hope everyone was able to enjoy some 

delicious treats for a worthy cause. There will also be another gift 
basket raffle in April. It will be filled with wonderful items to get 

ready for Spring. Get your tickets today! 
 

Lastly, we are still in search of volunteers in our Children’s Ministry. Open positions 

are Sunday School Superintendent & teachers, Youth Group Leader, and teacher for Circle of 
Friends. If interested, please reach out to Pastor Walt Harper or Liezl Baden. 

 

Thank you everyone for your continued support. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Join a Bible Class 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Winter 2025 Sunday School & Bible Classes – 9:15 AM 

Infants – age 2 Nursery Parents may stay with their infants & toddlers in the nursery.  

Please listen to the worship service through the speaker.  

Please sanitize the toys with which your child has played. 

Circle of Friends Preschool Area Faithful Group of Volunteers Bringing Jesus to Special Needs 

Children 

PK3 – 4th Grade Upstairs 

Classroom 

Megan Weed, Brandy Maye, & 

Amanda Dalton 

Favorite Bible Stories 

Confirmation Class Preschool Area Pr. Walt Harper  A two-year study of Luther’s 

Small Catechism and the Bible 

Middle & High 

School Youth 

Wagner House April Fancey, Rick Baden. & Jenn 

Weed 

Bible Study 

 

Adults  

  

Fellowship Hall  Pr. Colin Ford The Book of Numbers 

Downstairs Classrooms are accessible by stairs and elevator. 
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  Mount Olive Preschool   
Anna Brent, Preschool Director  

803-781-7180 – preschool@mtolivesc.org 
Web: mtolivesc.org/preschool – Facebook.com/mountolivepreschool 

 

Your preschool is so excited that spring is officially here! We enjoy 
learning all about spring - weather, new life and growth, etc. Also, all classes 
have begun learning about Easter and preparing for the special day of 

celebration! It is a wonderful time of year to explore God’s beautiful creation! 
 

As you walk around the church, please feel free to walk around and 
look at the preschool area. The students’ artwork is always on display, and 
you can see names and work that represents over 32 families that come in 

and out of the church doors each week! 
 

We still have a few spots available in our 2-year-old class for the 2025-2026 school 
year. We are excited to begin planning for another school year and look forward to seeing 
how the Lord is going to work in and through the preschool during the upcoming year! So, if 

you know anyone who might be interested, please have them contact me. 
 

As always, thank you for your continued support and prayers! Anna Brent 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Board of Social Ministry:  Birthright Baby Shower 
Mary Keller, Chairperson 
 

The Social Ministry Board is sponsoring a Baby Shower to 
support Birthright of Columbia. The agency is collaborating with 
USC Nursing Students who opted to volunteer at the center as a 

part of their required first semester curriculum. The students 
organize, prepare, and host this massive baby shower benefiting 

expectant moms who need extra support. The collection receptacle will be in the narthex 
beginning Sunday, March 23 through Sunday, April 13th. A comprehensive list of needs is 
available on the table between the offices. 

  

 Birthright began in Toronto, Canada, in 1968, when Louise Summerhill, a busy wife 

and mother of seven children, felt something should be done to help women facing 
unplanned pregnancies. Twelve years later, in 1980, Hank and Sally Chardos opened the 
Columbia, SC chapter, now one of about 250 locations served by Birthright International. 

Some of the services they provide include: 
 

Love & Support - Services are always free and available to any woman regardless of 
age, race, circumstances, religion, marital status, or financial situation. When expectant 
moms are ready to talk, trained Birthright staff and volunteers are ready to listen. Their 

services are non-judgmental and completely confidential. 
 

Referrals - The center provides referrals for medical support, financial, legal and 
employment resources, housing, counselling and more. They also provide information about 

pregnancy, parenting, adoption, child safety programs, personal development and more. If 
you know of anyone who is desperate and confused, their National 24/7 Hotline Number is: 

800-550-4900.  

 

 

http://birthright.org/en/


 7 

                                                            Board of Worship 
Liz Rosinski, Chairperson 

 

As presented at the February Voter’s Meeting, the Board of Worship is organizing an 
effort to raise funds for a new organ to replace our current one, which has far exceeded its 
useful life. The estimated cost for a new Allen organ is $107,400. However, if the 

congregation raises a significant portion by June 2025, we can save $16,110 towards the 
purchase, which must be approved at a future Voters Meeting. 

 

Kick off for this effort will be the first weekend in April. An anonymous donor has 
pledged a starting gift of $10,000 and will match member donations dollar for dollar up to an 

additional $10,000 during the month of April. Please prayerfully consider what monetary 
gifts you and your family can give toward this significant endeavor. 

 

There are a number of ways to participate! 
 

❖ Donate a Key: Sign up for one or more “organ keys” on the poster in    

the Narthex. There are several suggested amounts. Use the collection 

box or offering plate to drop off your gift. 

❖ Grab an Organ Donation Fund envelope for a one time or recurring   

gift amount of your choosing, either by envelope or by e giving.  

❖ Loose change and bills will also be collected weekly in the “Coins for Keys” jar.  

❖ Finally, consider other donation options including memorial gifts, estate planning or 

even your Thrivent Choice dollars, which can be designated for this effort. 
  

                                               If you have any questions and want more info, please contact an Organ Committee 

member (Renee Harper, Neva Meyerhoff, Liz Rosinski, or Natalie Osborne Smith). In 

addition, starting the weekend of April 5th, members can visit the display table in the 

Narthex or go online to https://mtolivesc.org/music/ to learn more.   

 
 

 
 

 
Thoughts, Prayers, Calls, & Cards 

 

“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order  

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,  

we too might walk in newness of life.”  Romans 6:4 
 

Easter brings a new beginning for everyone with the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus.  As we celebrate our beginings with our families, remember 
our homebound members. Please encourage these saints by lifting them up 

to God in prayer. And please send cards and/or phone them, too.  
 

You may include others who are on the weekly prayer page in the 
bulletin. Don’t forget about family members and care givers, too. Contact 
information is in the church directory. Let’s make a special effort to connect 

with one another! 
 

 

 

Don Angen Cleta Dunaway Anita Meetze Thelma Miller Mandy Schultz 

Nadia R. BouFawaz Betty Hunter Laura Meetze Eva Mae Monts Linda Schmidt 

Phil Carter Harold/Sarah Jones Laurie Meetze Cyndi Nelson  

Shirley Curry Carolyn McCartha Margaret Meetze Polly Roland  

 

 

 

https://mtolivesc.org/music/
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Board of Stewardship 
Naven Olson, Board Member 
(All Scripture verses are from NASB) 

 

“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For 

since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ 

the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, then comes the end, 
when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule 
and all authority and power.  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under 

His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death.” 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26 NASB 

 

This brings to mind the last two verses of my favorite Easter hymn “He's risen, He's risen, 

Christ Jesus the Lord”, words and music by C. F. W. Walther, translation from LW 138. 
“Oh, where is your sting, death?  We fear you no more,    
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden's door. 

For all our transgressions his blood does atone; 
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 

“Then sing your hosannas and raise your loud voice; 
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
Laud, honor and praise to the Lamb that was slain, 

In glory He reigns, yes, and ever shall reign.” 
 

Since Christ has atoned for the sin of Adam and for all the subsequent sins of all of 
humanity by His death and resurrection, let us make this saving message known to our 
relatives, neighbors, friends, and coworkers by word and deed in this dark time and support 

the ministry of this church with our time, talents, resources, and presence so that as many 
as possible may know Jesus and escape the wrath to come and enjoy a blissful eternity with 

the Triune God in heaven. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Read the Bible in Three Years – April 2025 
 

April 2025 

Apr 1 Revelation 20 Apr 8 Hosea 9-10 Apr 16 Esther 2 Apr 24 Esther 10 

Apr 2 Revelation 21 Apr 9 Hosea 11-12 Apr 17 Esther 3 Apr 25 Psalm 101 

Apr 3 Revelation 22 Apr 10 Hosea 13-14 Apr 18 Esther 4 Apr 26 Psalm 102 

Apr 4 Hosea 1-2 Apr 11 Song of Songs 1-2 Apr 19 Esther 5 Apr 27 Psalm 103 

Apr 5 Hosea 3-4 Apr 12 Song of Songs 3-4 Apr 20 Esther 6 Apr 28 Psalm 104 

Apr 6 Hosea 5-6 Apr 13 Song of Songs 5-6 Apr 21 Esther 7 Apr 29 Psalm 105 

Apr 7 Hosea 7-8 Apr 14 Song of Songs 7-8 Apr 22 Esther 8 Apr 30 Psalm 106 

  Apr 15 Esther 1 Apr 23 Esther 9   
 

 One of the most exciting things about Pr. Walt’s Bible reading schedule is that no 
matter what day you begin, in only three years, you will have read through the Bible! If you 

have not started, why not begin on April 1st with the last three chapters of Revelation? Next, 
we will be reading through three short books of the Old Testament. Then come the year’s 

fifty Psalms, that will take us into June. To make the reading more meaningful, grab your 
Lutheran Study Bible notes or google the book title to find an explanation. 
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The Board of Public Relations:  
Colors of Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

Sue Strouse, Chairperson  
 

Have you ever wondered what the colors of the paraments, the cloths draped over the 

alter, in church mean?  Starting with Lent, we have the purple paraments. The forty days of 
Lent use this deep, rich color which has come to represent somberness and solemnity, 
penitence, and prayer. Also, the dye that made the color in Jesus’ day was very expensive, 

so royalty were the only ones who could afford garments made with it.  Jesus wore a purple 
robe when the soldiers were mocking and belittling Him signifying that He was our king. 

 

During Holy Week, from Palm Sunday to Maundy Thursday, scarlet is the color. Even 
though scarlet is used for festive occasions, during this time, it represents the blood that 

Jesus shred for us, a somber time! 
 

Black is used twice during the year, Good Friday and Ash Wednesday. There is no 
mistaking the message that this sober color gives. Black is the absence of light. Good Friday, 
or Black Friday in combination with Ash Wednesday, calls for sober reflection on the cost of 

our redemption. Without Christ's sacrifice on the day the sky turned dark and hid the light of 
the sun, there would be no bright Light of Christ to live in, nor new life in Christ to enjoy. 

 

Of course, we know that Easter‘s color is white, the color of purity and completeness. 
This color, used primarily during these Sundays, helps us to visualize the message that 

“though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow.” Christ's triumph from the 
grave on Resurrection day is the cause for our rejoicing. His purity before his Father 

becomes our purity. White reinforces that message of joy.  Gold can also be used on Easter 
Sunday. It represents value and worth. The golden festival of the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is the event that gives our lives meaning and worth. He is worthy of our praise as we 

adorn his altar with the color of splendor. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Signs at the Church Entrance:  Holy Week & Easter 
 

The Lent sign continues to be displayed during the first two weeks of April. And next is 
the most meaningful and significant time of the church year: Holy Week and Easter! After 
Palm Sunday, there are services and signs that commemorate Jesus’ journey to the cross. 

As you come to these worship services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 
Saturday, pause to look at each sign to help you prepare for Jesus’s journey for our salvation. 
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                                           April 2025 Anniversaries 
 

4/5 Chris & Denise McKinney 4/22 Scott & Hallie Randall 

4/11 Robert & Debra Tesch 4/29 Joseph and Brandy Maye 

4/17 Michael & Ann Dosen   

 
April 2025 Birthdays 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Women’s Book Club  
 

The Women’s Book Club is studying the Ten Commandments: Love Rules by Christina 
Hergenrader. The ladies will meet on April 1st and 15th, at 7:00 PM in the fellowship 

hall. ALL women of the congregation & friends are welcome to join in the class.  
 

 
 

May Newsletter Deadline April 24, 2025 

Your next deadline for submitting articles for the April issue of the Olive Leaves is 
March 24, 2025. Please send your ½ page, nonpolitical articles to Sue Strouse. 
 

Secure E Giving:  
E Giving is becoming a more popular way to give. If you would like to set up a new account, 

the link is on the home page of our church website, mtolivesc.org. You may give through 
your checking account or by credit card. Once you set up your account and log in, you 

should see pictures of Mt. Olive above the giving labels. Choose one, including the new 
Organ Fund, and follow the prompts. Our e giving is powered by VANCO, a secure company 
that follows strict guidelines and policies. Even though the e giving page looks like our 

website, Mt. Olive will have no record of your account, your card/bank account number, or 
your personal information. If you need help setting up your account, contact Aresa Boykin.  
 
 

Nursery “Cry Room” Reminder 

Mt. Olive has a renovated nursery that is located downstairs, just behind the 
sanctuary. Parents are welcome to stay with their children during any worship 

service. There is a speaker so you will be able to hear the worship service. 
Parents, as you are leaving, please tidy up and sanitize the toys with which 
your child has played. 

 
 

 
 

4/1 Margaret Meetze 4/8 Mariah Robinson 4/17 Brianna Soto 

4/2 Randy Gifford 4/9 James Lewis, Jr. 4/20 April Fancey 

4/3 Brian Laprise 4/11 Lincoln Weed 4/21 Adeline Fletcher 

4/3 Hayley Setterlund 4/13 Melissa Marberry 4/25 Mike Jones 

4/4 Jean Carter 4/14 Katie Greer 4/25 Mike Strouse 

4/5 Ann Dosen 4/15 Berney Eargle 4/27 Barbara Chesley 

4/8 Emily Kearse 4/15 Tyler Laprise 4/28 Louise Meetze 

4/8 Derrick Robinson 4/17 Bonnie Fancey 4/29 Travis Dalton 
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      Kids Korner 
      

 
 

 

  

 


