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From Pastor Walt: Some Movies for Summer Viewing
Pastor Walt Harper

walt.harper@mtolivesc.org

Given the modern conveniences of Netflix and Amazon Prime, this month I’d
like to mention a few films that have a religious theme. Some of them are overtly
“Jesus” movies; some of them are movies that I think touch on religious things.
This list is not exhaustive, and you certainly have some favorites of your own.
•

“The Ten Commandments”: Yes, I’ll start with one of the classics. Released in
1956, this film has Charlton Heston as Moses, and is practically the definition of an “epic
film.” This film was directed by Cecil B. DeMille, with the proverbial “cast of thousands.”
Naturally the special effects are dated now, but the movie tries to be faithful to the
biblical text, and for many of us it created what is probably the way we picture the Red
Sea Crossing in our minds. Definitely a “must-see.”

•

“Ben Hur”: This movie is another classic. It’s a work of fiction, so it’s not about the
biblical text, per se; but it covers the life of a man named Ben Hur, whose life keeps
intersecting with the ministry of Jesus. Of course if you watch these first two movies in a
row you’ll think that all Bible-themed movies involve Charlton Heston. This isn’t true, of
course, but a couple of the good ones do.

•

“Martin Luther” (1953): This is the old black & white movie about the reformer. It does a
great job of cramming in as many details as possible about Luther’s life. Which means
that at times it’s a little bit of a “data dump.” Also, at times the scenes are also poorly lit.
But when you get by those things it’s a wonderful introduction to Luther’s work. (Long
ago, many churches showed this movie every year near Reformation Day.)

•

“Luther” (2003): Much more modern than the previous film, both for the good and the
bad. It’s in color, it’s filmed in a bright and engaging way, but leaves out many details so
that the movie will flow better. I.e., it’s a lot more watchable, and a lot less informative.
Still, Joseph Fiennes is a major Hollywood actor, and he does an excellent job of depicting
both the bravery and the inner conflicts of the man.

•

”Jesus of Nazareth” (1977): This movie is NOT on my must-see list. I mention this as one
that I don’t particularly care for. This is one of many movies in which Jesus comes across
as wimpy, idealistic, naïve, and a bit of a star-gazer. I know that some movie makers try
to depict the gentility of Jesus; but does He really need to be a hippy? Of course you
could watch it and tell me I’m wrong.
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•

“The Last Temptation of the Christ” (1988): This is one of the most controversial movies
ever made about Jesus. That’s because Martin Scorsese decided to create a scene in
which Jesus, while hanging on the cross, imagines Himself escaping from the cross to
marry and settle down with Mary Magdalene. I remember the controversy and felt I had
to see the film. Once you see it you more or less understand that Scorsese was trying to
say that Jesus was tempted in many ways, but that He remained faithful to His mission.
Still, the filming of it, to be polite, “missed the mark.”

•

“The Passion of the Christ” (2004): This is the one directed by Mel Gibson. In aiming for
Realism, it winds up at gore. This film is only for adults, due to the graphic depiction of
the violence. Having said that, let’s not miss that the suffering and death of our Savior
was indeed quite violent, and the movie certainly gets that part right. Now and again it
inserts a Catholic legend (like the “veil of Veronica,” which is not in the Bible), but it does
many things right, and deserves to be seen.

•

And one Honorable Mention: “True Grit,” of 2010. And here’s where you’re going to say,
“Hey, wait a minute, that’s not a biblical movie. Bear with me…
No, it’s not a biblical movie. But it does have a lot of references to the Bible and to
Christianity. Never preachy, the movie is set in the 1870’s, and it faithfully shows that in
that era the Bible was woven into the fabric of how people thought and talked. The
characters regularly make reference to the Bible. The movie opens with a solo piano
playing “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms,” and closes with “What a Friend We Have in
Jesus.” There are good guys, and bad guys; and even though the film is in fact “gritty”
(hence the title), the good guys do their best to make their way through the mire, with
their integrity intact. Okay, so it’s not as overtly theological as the other movies listed
here. I still love it, and put it on the list, again with the comment that this one is for
adults.

From our President

Jim Crosland, Congregational President

We are so blessed to have as many volunteers as we do! I’m not only talking about
the boards, but also about committees such as the Audio/ Visual Committee, the Nominating
Committee, and soon to be a Cemetery Committee. I believe this is why we are able to
achieve so much as a church – because our congregation is focused on Jesus Christ and
serves in response to His perfect love for us. We have some new board
members, voting members, and a new council secretary. It is great to have
fresh, talented individuals to mix in with our current board members. If anyone
ever has a calling to serve, please feel free to talk to any of the Church Council
members or secretary Mary for information.
Safety Tip: Other than the usual trends, please stay safe during your vacation travels.
Know your destination before you get there!
Thanks to all of you.
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Stephen Ministry: Joy Comes with the Morning
Bill Boykin, Leader

“Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.”
Psalm 30:5

This summer, the Stephen Ministers will be studying the book,
Joy Comes with the Morning, by Bill Kinnaird. The book is on the
Stephen Ministries reading list and points its readers to the love
Jesus has for them. It reminds us that Jesus brings the healing for
all wounds, and that when we put our hope in Jesus, we are not just
wishfully thinking, but accessing the true, genuine hope. This book is
filled with encouragement for ourselves as Stephen Ministers and for
the others for whom we care. The last section focuses on God’s
unfailing encouragement for all believers.

Board of Stewardship
Naven Olson, Chairperson
(All Scripture verses are from NASB)

“Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. For if anyone loves the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of
the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. And
the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides
forever.” 1 John 2:15-17
“If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word
is not in us.” 1 John 1:8-10

On Sunday, June 13th, three young people from Mount Olive will be confirmed. They
will be asked the question (LSB p. 273), “Do you intend to continue steadfast in this
confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it?”. They
will answer, “I do, by the grace of God.”
They will be facing a landscape characterized by open and transparent hostility toward
Biblical Christianity in many sectors (the mainstream media, much of the political elite,
Hollywood, many big corporations, academia and the schools, and even some in the
professing outward church) that I could not have imagined, and would not have imagined 50
years ago.
I would urge them (and all of us) to attend church regularly and receive the Lord's
Supper; to be faithful in prayer; to read the Bible daily and to be involved in Mount Olive's
Bible classes if possible; to reach out to unsaved and unchurched family, friends, neighbors,
and coworkers; and to support this church with your time, effort, and resources.
I will quote verse 2 of hymn 302 from Lutheran Worship:
“Watch against the world that frowns Darkly to dismay you;
Watch when it your wishes crowns, Smiling to betray you.
Watch and see, You are free
From false friends who charm you While they seek to harm you.”
And I will remind us all (including me) of the warning to all who play dishonest games
and the promise to all who confess their sins and repent of them in 1 John 1:8-10.
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Board of Social Ministry
Mary Keller

“None of us can help everyone. But all of us can help someone.
And when we help them, we serve Jesus. Who would want to miss a chance to do that?”
Max Lucado

The American Red Cross continues to experience a blood and platelet
shortage due to the Pandemic even in the midst of millions being vaccinated.
Hospital leaders say they need a certain amount of blood to treat cancer patients,
elective surgeries, have on hand in case of emergencies, and some places are not
getting the supply they need to send to hospitals.
As outreach to our community, we will be hosting the American Red Cross
Blood Drive again this summer on July 26th from 2 PM until 7 PM. At our last blood
drive in January we had one of our most successful drives at Mt. Olive, collecting 33
donations! This gave the Red Cross the ability to give blood to 89 people in need
and save lives!
They continue to screen for antibodies in your blood when fighting an
infection, like COVID-19. This test assesses whether your immune system has
responded to the infection and donors who test positive for COVID-19 antibodies
may have the unique opportunity to help patients fighting the disease. If you have
received the COVID-19 vaccination, you will need to know the manufacturer and we
ask that you bring your vaccination card with you when donating blood.
Please consider giving the “gift of blood” and invite someone in your
neighborhood to come along with you!
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2

May Pastoral Acts
Memorial Service

Funeral Service

Daniel Carl Stocker, Sr.

Mary Louise Lawhorne

February 26, 1946 – April 3, 2021

January 10, 1925 – May 10, 2021

May 1, 2021

May 13, 2021

The Board of Christian Education

Jessica Dennis, Sunday School Coordinator
"Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become
like him." Colossians 3:10

Mt Olive's youngest Sunday Schoolers have enjoyed learning some of
God's Promises in the Bible, through Easter. God will find you not guilty! God
will turn your sadness into joy! God will erase death!
Join us this summer as we continue to find God's faithfulness and love as
we learn more of His promises! Children 2-11 are upstairs in the Children's
Sunday School rooms. Middle School SS class continues to meet outside, behind the
Preschool. High schoolers are encouraged to join the Adult SS class.
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The Board of Public Relations: Pentecost
Sue Strouse, Chairperson

”Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” Acts 2: 2-4

Now that we are in the church season of Pentecost, I can’t be the only one
who wondered why the people had flames dancing on their heads. What do the
uncontrollable and devastating flames represent? We know that in the old
testament fire showed up with prophets and God’s chosen people, but not
everyone. Looking at Lois Tverberg’s paper “Our Rabbi Jesus”, fire is a representation of God,
(Ex. 3:1) like the burning bush, or (Ex. 13:21) the pillar of fire that led the Israelites out of
Egypt. God told Moses to go back down the mountain and tell the Israelites about “I AM”, in
other words, spread the news about Yahweh.
When the Holy Spirit came upon all the people during Pentecost, people could
understand each other, even though everyone had their own languages. The flames
signaled all people to tell others about the one true God. We are holy, the bearers of His
Good News. Now that the curtain is torn after His death and resurrection, we are the way His
love is spread.
Also, in Ezekiel, chapters 1 and 2, Ezekiel hears and sees these great winds and living
creatures with 4 faces that flew around like lightening (fire). God told Ezekiel not to be afraid
to go and tell the rebellious Israelites to turn back to Him. So the flames are a sign that we
should not be afraid to go out and spread His Word.
During these summer months, as we vacation and see more relatives and friends, we need
not be afraid to tell them about our Savior and His great love for us.

Preschool News

Anna Brent, Preschool Director
803-781-7180 – preschool@mtolivesc.org
Web: mtolivesc.org/preschool – Facebook.com/mountolivepreschool

We are so, so thankful for the opportunity to finish out the 2020-2021
school year. While it seemed nearly impossible when planning for the upcoming
school year last September, the Lord has poured out His blessings on our
preschool and allowed us to finish the year strong. While it may sometimes seem
like ABC’s, crafts, and playground fun, the work that is being done in and
through this ministry is invaluable to the children and families who we serve.
Even though the preschool area is quiet this time of year, please continue to pray for
the school year ahead as we are busy preparing and planning for the ways in which the Lord
would have us fulfill our mission to “grow in faith and love by spreading the Word of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ by providing a Christ-centered experience for young children.”
We have VERY LIMITED openings in our classes for next year, so if you know someone
who is looking for a Christ-centered preschool for their little one, please give send them our
way!
You are so incredibly generous in your support, and I speak on behalf of the entire
preschool staff to say thank you for your unwavering kindness and I am especially thankful
for your trusting in me as we share in this ministry together. Have a wonderful summer!
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June 2021 Lectionary Readings
Date
June
June
June
June

6
13
20
27

Festival
Proper 5
Proper 6
Proper 7
Proper 8

First Reading
Genesis 3:8–15
Ezekiel 17:22–24
Job 38:1–11
Lamentations 3:22–33

Psalm
Psalm 130
Psalm 1
Psalm 124
Psalm 30

Epistle
2 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Gospel
Mark 3:20–35
Mark 4:26–34
Mark 4:35–41
Mark 5:21–43

4:13—5:1
5:1-10
6:1–13
8:1–9, 13–15

July 2021 Lectionary Readings
Date
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

Festival
Proper 9
Proper 10
Proper 11
Proper 12

First Reading
Ezekiel 2:1–5
Amos 7:7–15
Jeremiah. 23:1–6
Genesis 9:8–17

Psalm
Psalm 123
Psalm 85:8–13
Psalm 23
Psalm 136:1–9

Epistle
2 Corinthians 12:1–10
Ephesians 1:3–14
Ephesians 2:11–22
Ephesians 3:14–21

Gospel
Mark 6:1–13
Mark 6:14–29
Mark 6:30–44
Mark 6:45–56

Join us for a Sunday Morning Bible Class!
Jun-July 2021 Sunday School & Bible Classes
Infants – age 2

Nursery

Circle of Friends

Preschool Area

PK3 – 4th Grade

Upstairs in the
Sunday School
Area
Outside behind
Preschool Area
Fellowship Hall,

Middle School
Adults &
High School

Parents may stay with their infants & toddlers in the nursery, as we are in
between caregivers. Please listen to the worship service through the speaker.
Katie Tyczynski &
Bringing Jesus to Special Needs Children
Faithful Group of Volunteers
Jessica Dennis
The Promises of Jesus
Rick Baden

A variety of lessons from the Bible

Pastor Walt Harper

The Book of Acts: The Church Gets Started

Downstairs Classrooms are accessible by stairs and elevator.

June-July 2021 Anniversaries
6/1
6/3
6/3
6/4
6/7
6/9
6/10
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/17
6/18
6/24
6/26

Herbie & Karen Meetze
Bill & Aresa Boykin
Bill & Teresa Hoefer
Walter & Kathy Arnold
Keith & Lori Flenner
Charles & Gerry Fletcher
Greg & Sherry Ervin
Barry & Kathie Bost
Will & Katrina Folks
Mitch & Katie Greer
Norma & Kas Hessary
Al & Janet Jabs
Don & Carole Mueller
Duck & Sally Kinard

6/27
6/28
6/30
7/1
7/3
7/7
7/9
7/14
7/18
7/19
7/25
7/26
7/27
7.30
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David & Barbara West
Joel & April Fancey
Frank & Sandy Osborne
Eric & Megan Weed
Kim & Dianne BouFawaz
Eric & LaToya Patterson
Jason & Jessica Dennis
George & LaVelle Walker
Matt & Cindy Williams
Melvin & Judy Jones
Chris & Megan (Gotz) Humphrey
Stephen & Luanne Curry
Jimmy & Calma Cook
Henry & Louise Weed

June-July 2021 Birthdays
6/1
6/2
6/4
6/4
6/5
6/5
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/10
6/11
6/12
6/13
6/16
6/17
6/18
6/19
6/20
6/21

Kara Meetze
Judy Jones
Brady Young
Lillian Young
Bill Boykin
Zachary Laprise
Landon Howard
Kevin Kibler
Harold Meetze
Louise Weed
Charlene Meetze
Matthew Fletcher
Waneta White
Carroll Barrett
Richard Chesley
Jill Scuderi
Ashton Boykin
Julian Patterson
Caleb Dominick

6/23
6/24
6/25
6/25
6/25
6/27
6/27
6/28
6/30
7/1
7/1
7/2
7/2
7/4
7/9
7/9
7/12
7/13
7/13

Hank Weed
Duck Kinard
Mandy Kibler
Jan McCarthy
Marlene Nes’bit
Naven Olson
Stan Slaughter
Jill Brabham
Kelly Thrun
Betty Hunter
Melvin Jones
Jo Ann Barrett
Mary Schott
Harold Jones
Michael Dosen
Tim Stuck
Odell Stuck
Johanna Folks
Margaret Ludwig

7/14
7/16
7/17
7/19
7/20
7/20
7/21
7/21
7/22
7/22
7/24
7/25
7/25
7/28
7/28
7/29
7/29
7/30
7/31

Don Mueller
Herbie Meetze
Renee Harper
Michael Whitaker
John Perkins
Connor Robinson
Mary Joel Keller
Santana Sanguiliano
Phillip Clauss
George Walker
Todd Selke
Al Holladay
Sue O’Dell
Amy Carey
Jessica Howard
Joseph Perkins
James Sharpe
Brandy Maye
Gabriel Sharpe

Thoughts, Prayers, Calls, & Cards
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17) NIV
Sending a cheerful card, note, or making a phone call can brighten someone’s
day in ways we can’t imagine. This personal gesture says, “You are in my
thoughts,” “I’m here for you and care about you, too!” In today’s often overused
social media connection, remember that personal connections and relationships
matter most.
Please continue to remember our homebound during the summer months,
especially as they continue to be isolated. You can bless someone’s day and
make a difference!
Don Angen
Stanley Bouknight
Phil Carter
Shirley Curry
Cleta Dunaway
Kathy Eargle

Virginia Gable
Bill/Theresa Hoefer
Betty Hunter
Bonnie Jones
Harold/Sarah Jones
Melvin/Judy Jones
Ron LaGrange

Herb Loebs
Margaret Ludwig
Carolyn McCartha
Anita Meetze
Charles Meetze
Laura Meetze
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CR Miller
Dot Monts
Eva Mae Monts
Carole Myers
Dorothy Prater
Polly Roland
Mandy Schultz

Henry/Linda Schmidt
Mary Schott
Molly Kate Shealy
Shirlean Sons
Flora Weed
Matt Williams

Read the Bible in 3 Years
Those who are following Pr. Walt’s Bible plan will spend a large portion of the summer
reading through the middle 50 psalms. As you read, notice the many ways the psalmists
communicate with God. They often switch back and forth from praise and thanksgiving to
confession, lament, supplication, and asking God for his intervention. Psalm 86 on July 1st is
a good example of the psalmist, King David, his intimate relationship with God, and how he
is not afraid to spill his heart to Him.
Beginning July 16th, we will spend a week reading the three epistles of John the
Apostle’s letters to the early church. On July 23rd, we return to the Old Testament book of
Deuteronomy, or Second Law, where we pick back up with the Children of Israel as they
journey to the Promised Land.

June
June
June
June
June
June
June

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

July 1
July 2
July 3
July 4
Jul y5
July 6
July 7
July 8

Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

56
57
58
59
60
61
62

86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

Psalm 94
Psalm 95
Psalm 96
Psalm 97
Psalm 98
Psalm 99
Psalm 100
I John 1

June 2021
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 19
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 23

Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78

July 2021
July 17 I John 2
July 18 I John 3
July 19 I John 4
July 20 I John 5
July 21 II John
July 22 III John
July 23 Deuteronomy 1
July 24 Deuteronomy 2

June
June
June
June
June
June
June

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

July
July
July
July
July
July
July

25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

79
80
81
82
83
84
85

Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

The Signs at the Entrance
This year, Pentecost Day was celebrated on May 23, 2021. Now we are entering into
the longest of the church seasons, The Season after Pentecost, where we turn our focus to
the church’s mission in the world. Because this season lasts through November, it would be
so boring to have the same old sign at our church entrance for six months. Therefore, there
will be monthly signs based on the Gospel lessons as outlined in the Year B Lectionary. The
color associated with Pentecost is green, so each sign will have a green background.
Here are the previews of the June and July signs. Of course, the color versions are
more pleasant to the eye. As you come into the church why
not take the ramp and pause a few moments by the sign to
pick out the key words from the week’s Gospel. If you follow
Mt. Olive on social media (mtolivesc) you will have read
weekly posts of the lectionary readings, so you can always
use your smart phone to help you in your search.
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Announcements & Opportunities
Upcoming confirmation: June 13, 2021

The Rite of Confirmation will be held at the 10:30 AM worship service on June 13th.
There are three catechumens who have completed Pr. Walt’s 2-year classes where
they have studied both the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism. Those being
confirmed are Jacob Thrun, Lucas Thrun, and Abigail Setterlund. As always, there
will be personalized Lutheran Service Books located in the fellowship hall for
members to write personalized notes to these young people. These books will be presented
at a reception at the beginning of the Sunday School hour.

Baby Shower – June 19

Fellowship is hosting a drive-by baby shower for Emily & Matt Kearse on June
19th from 10 AM-12 PM. It will be held in the parking lot at Mt. Olive. All ladies
of the church are invited to attend and help celebrate baby Kinsley. Emily is the
daughter of members and expectant grandparents, Sherry & Greg Ervin.
The 5:00 PM Saturday Service
The 5:00 PM Saturday Service requires a face covering for the entire service.
If attending church on Saturday is your preference but you cannot wear a
face covering for the entire service, you may view the live worship service in
the fellowship hall.
August Newsletter Deadline – July 23rd
Your next deadline for submitting articles for the August 2021 issue of the Olive
Leaves is Friday, July 23rd. Remember to send your ½ page articles to Sue
Strouse at slstrouse@gmail.com.
Women’s Book Club
The Women’s Book Club will be meeting on the first and third Tuesdays for the months of
June and July at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Because of vacations during the summer
months, we will not be reading any books, but have devotions, discussions, and snacks, so
bring a snack to share. The tables are socially distanced for your protection. If you have any
questions, contact Renee Harper at 203-885-6733 or waltandrenee@att.net.
Worship Overflow Area in Fellowship Hall
Have you thought about attending worship services but would prefer a setting with less
people? Why not come to Mt. Olive’s fellowship hall and watch one of our three entire
services that are simulcast there? Very few people have taken advantage of this option.
Tables are socially distanced over 6 feet. If you would like to receive communion, you can
either come to the sanctuary or have an elder bring communion to you in the fellowship hall.
(Please notify an elder when you arrive if you would like this option.)

Secure E Giving Reminder
E giving contributions are on the rise. Have you thought about giving this a try? The link to
set up your account is on the home page of our church website, mtolivesc.org. You may give
through your checking account or credit card. Our e giving is powered by VANCO, a secure
company that follows strict and safe policies. Even though the e giving page looks like our
website, Mt. Olive will have no record of your account, your card number, or your personal
information. If you need help setting up your account, contact Aresa Boykin.
Nursery “Cry Room” Reminder
Mt. Olive has a nursery that is located downstairs, just behind the sanctuary.
Parents are welcome to stay with their children during any worship service. There
is a speaker so you will be able to hear the worship service. Parents, as you are
leaving, please sanitize the toys with which your child has played.
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Kid’s Korner
2) Look up Exodus 2:21.

1) Look up Numbers 11:5.
11:4-6.

3) Look up Acts 23: 12-22.

4) Look up Matt 7:24-27.

5) Look up Luke 17:11-19.

6) Look up Luke 24:18.

Answers:
1) A 2) C

3) A

4) A 5) D
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6) D

