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From Pastor Walt: Preparing for Your Funeral 
Pastor  Walt e r  Harper  

walt.harper@mtolivesc.org 
Pastor’s New Cell Number: (803) 229-2154 

 
 I hope this month’s article doesn’t sound morbid. It is really just practical. And before I 
say anything else I want to be clear about this much: This article is NOT being written in 
response to the Coronavirus. 
 

 The death rate has always been 100%. Okay, there are literally two exceptions in the 
Bible, people who were taken out of the world without seeing death. Other than them, the 
100% rule is ironclad. 
 

 So here is what happens: a believer is called to his/her heavenly home (because he/she 
has already made the true preparation of trusting in Christ), and immediately the family is 
plunged into all sorts of logistical questions. Cremation or casket? Service at the funeral 
home or at the church? Which funeral home will you be using? Who should preach? 
 

 What makes this all so hard is that the family is mourning, and they are now in meetings 
and more meetings making decisions about a very beloved departed family member. 
 

 After years of noticing this (I can be slow) I eventually came up with a “Funeral Planning 
Form.” I introduced it at my last church in a sermon. I have mentioned it here at Mt. Olive in 
Bible classes, and people have seemed interested in seeing it. So I have said: Look for a 
sermon about it. Well, as the appointed readings would have it, funeral planning just hasn’t 
come up. 
 

 So let’s talk about it in a newsletter article instead. 
 

 The goal of the Funeral Planning Form is for you yourself to make decisions about your 
own funeral. This way you know that we did what you wanted. It also relieves your family of 
answering questions they’re not sure how to answer. 
 

 What Scripture readings do you want? 
 What hymns do you want? 
 Do you want a family member to sing, or to play an instrument? 
 Do you want someone to speak in addition to the pastor? 
 What was your confirmation verse? 
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 It is not hard to imagine that many family members do not know your favorite hymns, or 
the Scripture readings you would like. So why not write them down? As said above: This is 
not morbid; it is practical. 
 

 So here is how it works: We have the form in the Church Office. Want one? Ask Mary or 
me for one of them. 
 

 You fill it out, and return it to me. I have a folder in my office where I keep them. And 
when someone dies I look to see: Have they filled out a Funeral Planning Form? If the 
answer is yes, then much of your funeral service is already planned. 
 

 In Connecticut I had a woman who filled out one of these forms. And then she changed it. 
She later called: Did you remember to throw the old one away? Yes, I’ve thrown it away. 
And then she changed it again. And then she changed it again. By the time I left CT that 
saint was still alive. We chuckled about it. And I left that folder in CT for my successor to 
maintain. 
 

 Until we have to enact your Funeral Planning Form, enjoy life! It is a gift from God. 
 

 Of course eternal life is a gift, too. At your funeral all those still here will only know by 
faith what you are seeing with your own eyes. (Job 19:27) That being the case, it is 
appropriate for us to gather together and to apply Scripture and Prayer to our fond 
recollections of the “saints gone before us.” 
 
 
 

Confirmation Sunday 
 

 After being delayed from spring, The Rite of Confirmation will be held at the 10:30 AM 
worship service on Sunday, September 6th. Those being confirmed are Christian Baden, 
Samuel Fancey, and Wynn Meetze. Please plan to greet them at the reception after the 
service. And, please sign their personalized Lutheran Service Books that will be in the 
narthex or fellowship hall.  
And note that Confirmation Class for the other students will resume on October 4th. 

 
+ + + 

 
 

From our President 
Jim Crosland, Congregational President 

 

As we still wander around in the uncertainty of the pandemic, kids are starting to 
return to school. Some students are taking virtual classes from home and others are 
spending their days at school in a different way than before. This time of year, we begin to 
see the Facebook posts from our children’s first days of school. Some of them are multi-year 
posts showing their ages, excitement, and progression from preschool forward!  

 

This year, my family had Grady returning to school and Jimmy leaving for the Navy in 
the same time period. Jimmy has gone to training for the next eight months with 
uncertainties because of the virus. There is truly a void in the household and he is missed 
terribly.  

 

I say all of this because I have witnessed several other church families going through 
the same life processes, as their children are beginning a new grade in a virtual or hybrid 
way, are returning to college after being home since March, or are embarking on their first-
time career fields. The Lord truly knows our paths through life and trusting Him eases my 
mind to know that my children will be taken care of even when they have “flown the coop.” 

 

God Bless and stay safe. 
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Board of Christian Education  
Natal i e  Cros land ,  Chairperson  

 

“I will give men for you, and people for your life.” Isaiah 43:4 NKJV. 
 

Heavenly Father, please strengthen us to come together in prayer, fully committed 
to loving others and living peacefully. Amen. 
 

Depend on God more than on others. That doesn’t mean you don’t need other people. 
You do. When God calls someone to do a job, He calls others to stand alongside them. God’s 
promise is: “I will give men for you, and people for your life.” So ask Him who belongs in 
your life. In Exodus chapter 17, as long as Moses held his hands up, Israel’s armies prevailed 
in battle, but when his hands grew tired and he couldn’t keep them up, the battle went the 
other way. So Aaron and Hur stood by Moses and held up his hands until victory over the 
Amalekites was complete. You need people who know how to hold up your hands and 
strengthen you.  

 

We burn through people, leaving wreckage in our wake. Don’t do it! When God sends 
gifted people into our lives, acknowledge them, respect them, train them, motivate them, 
and reward them. When we do this, not only will we fulfill our goals, we will create a win/win 
situation for everybody. 

 

This is a reminder that our church leaders need help.  We are a family -- a church 
family. And what does a family do but be there and help each other.                

 

It is exciting that our Bible class is starting back, meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  Let’s 
please remember to social distance.  The Board feels the need to wait a bit longer before the 
children’s Sunday School returns so that guidelines and logistics for social distancing can be 
effectively communicated to our families. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Stephen Ministry 
               Bill Boykin, Stephen Leader 
 
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”  Romans 8:28 
 

Mt. Olive’s Stephen Ministry team continues to meet twice a month for 
continuing education studies and peer supervision, while taking the 
necessary precautions with social distancing and sanitization.  
 

The Stephen Ministries, St. Louis updates to their curriculum are 
refreshing as we review the basic caring skills.  Their website has many new 
features that help our Stephen Leaders as they prepare the review lessons. 
 

And as always, for more information about receiving support from one 
of our Stephen Ministers, please contact Lay Minister & Stephen Leader, Bill Boykin. You may 
ask questions of any of our other Stephen Ministers & Leaders: Dianne BouFawaz, Charlie 
Sandt, Aresa Boykin, Tina Dixon, Nancy Thompson, Mike Knowles, Twila Sandt, Shari Selke, 
or Matt Williams. 
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 The Board of Public Relations: New Board Members 
Aresa Boykin, Chairperson 

 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on  
toward love and good deeds.” Hebrews 10:24 NIV 

 

I pray that those of you who have registered for our secure website section have 
received your confirmation emails from prchair@mtolivesc.org. If you do not receive 
confirmation within two days of registering, please text me at 8032607198 or email me at 
aresaboykin@gmail.com. As with anything new, there are a few administrative glitches that 
have to be worked out.  
 

Update: The new and improved directory page is live! You can view both photos 
and contact information at the same time! The login has moved to its own menu tab, so you 
won’t have to go to the about menu. Adding the search bar will be the next step. On my 
phone, I had to clear my browsing history to get the new page to show up. Technology! 
 

If you haven’t created your login, here are the steps: 
1. Go to www.mtolivesc.org. 
2. Go to the “Member Login” tab, and hover until the drop-down menu appears. 
3. Click on Directory (Member Log-in). 
4. You will create your username (email) and password. Then click “Register.” 
5. I will receive an email that someone needs approval. I will make sure it is you before 
approving. 
6. You will receive an approval email within 2 business days from prchair@mtolivesc.org.  
 (Please check your spam folder or add this email to your contacts.) 
 

Thank you to Meghan Smith who continues to make our website changes happen! 
 

  
2020-2021 Church Officers & Board Members 

Below is a list of our church leadership as of September 1st. There are still a few vacancies, 
so please pray about filling one of them. We need everyone’s help to manage God’s House! 
 

Mt. Olive Boards and their Members Beginning in September 2020 
    

President Jim Crosland  Council Secretary Barbara Chesley 
Vice President Jason Dennis Financial Secretary  Paula Helming 
Church Treasurer Dana Magic, temp.   
    

Elders Christian Education Preschool Worship 
Kim BouFawaz Kathie Bost Phyllis Griesch Gloria Meetze 
Dennis Dixon* Rebecca Curry* Jan McCarthy Joy Fletcher 
Christopher Bauer Jessica Dennis Myran Trask* Sue O’Dell 
David Buck Pat LaGrange Mike Knowles* Sherry Ervin 
Chris Gepfert Eric Patterson Peggy Weed  
Matt Williams  Linda Schmidt Public Relations 
Daniel Zahn Evangelism Page Fletcher Aresa Boykin 
vacancy Chris Slaughter*  Natalie Smith 
vacancy Tina Dixon* Social Ministry Linda Gifford* 
 Lori Flenner Norma Hessary Mitch Greer 
Fellowship Cindy Soto Suzi Slaughter Sandy Osborne 
Marlene Nes’bit  Katie Greer Sue Strouse 
Kathie Voyles Trustees Sue Knowles  
Jill Brabham Charlie Stuck Shirlean Sons Stewardship 
Judy Jones Kevin Kibler  Naven Olson 
Debbie Meetze Mike Prater  vacancy 
 Charlie Sandt * New to Board vacancy 
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Board of Evangelism: Changing of the Guard 

Richard Shealy, Chairperson 
 

John 4:39 “Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I ever did’.” 
 

Six years ago, when I joined the Evangelism team, I felt that I was not equipped to 
lead, especially Mt. Olive’s Evangelism Ministry.  I have learned a lot about evangelism and 
its different flavors. The team members have been helpful in taking on responsibilities and 
providing moral support. However, it is time to move on and I am not sure of what the next 
step may be. But I believe God has an opportunity, not only for me, but for each person in 
our congregation to be an influence in the lives of others by bringing them into a right 
relationship with Jesus. I encourage you to pray for opportunities to tell others about Jesus 
much like the Samaritan woman did. One simple act or one simple phrase from you can 
change the life of another person. Pray for the insight to recognize and for the courage to 
speak when God puts these opportunities in front of you.     

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Board of Stewardship:  
Do everything with all your might  

John Meyerhoff, Chairperson 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

This is my last Olive Leaves Stewardship Board article. Naven Olsen is taking over as 
Chairperson of the Stewardship Board as of September 1st. I know Naven will do an 
excellent job. There are two open positions on the Stewardship Board and I encourage you 
to prayerfully consider joining Naven so more can be done to support Stewardship at Mt. 
Olive. 

 

The following is an excerpt from the LCMS.org September Stewardship Newsletter 
article.  I believe the message applies all of the time but is especially applicable during the 
challenging times we currently face. 
 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.” Ecclesiastes 9:10 
 

God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of 
a family (husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be 
members of society (those who govern and those who are governed). And He calls us to be 
members of His family, the Church (those who preach and teach and those who hear and 
learn). Each of these callings from God places a duty on us. 
 

These callings make a claim on our presence; on our prayers; and our time, talents, 
and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Ecc. 9:10). 
Pray for your family, your government, and your church. Give of yourself by means of your 
time, your talents, and your treasures to your family, your government, and your Church. 
That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that God has given us. That is what it means 
to do it with all your might. 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord, please open my heart and mind to hear Your callings for me. Help 
me to support Your Church, my family and my government with all my might. In Your Holy 
Name we pray.  Amen. 
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Preschool News 
Anna Brent, Preschool Director  

803-781-7180 – preschool@mtolivesc.org 
Web: mtolivesc.org/preschool – Facebook.com/mountolivepreschool 

 

This school year will mark the 14th year of the Preschool ministry at Mt. Olive! I am 
happy to say that we are planning to resume in-person teaching and the preschool will 
welcome our students in just a few weeks. Teachers will arrive back at the preschool on 
September 9th and the school year will kick off with Parent Meetings on September 15th. 

 

 Many new and returning students will be filling our halls and it is such a privilege to 
serve the families that have chosen Mt. Olive Preschool as their child(ren)’s first school 
experience.  

 

We have been praying, planning, and preparing for the upcoming year. Our students’ 
health and safety are a priority and we have thoughtfully implemented additional health and 
safety measures amidst the COVID-19 pandemic; and, while the changes and differences in 
schedule are not ideal, we feel that they are what is BEST for our students, families, and 
teachers as we move forward.  Please be in prayer for our preschool students and families, 
staff and preschool board. As we navigate a school year that is beginning differently than in 
years past, pray that the Lord would provide a hedge of protection, flexible spirits, and most 
importantly, that the Gospel would be spread and that the Lord would be glorified. 

 

Also, as a new year begins, I wanted to take the time to thank the current Preschool 
Board for their willingness to serve: Peggy Weed, Chair, Page Fletcher, Phyllis Griesch, Mike 
Knowles, Jan McCarthy, Linda Schmidt and Myran Trask. Their hard work and dedication are 
such a blessing and they are using their God-given talents to serve Him in such a tangible 
way.  

 

I am continually thankful for the blessing of this ministry as an outreach into the 
community. It stands as a testament to this church’s commitment to children and young 
families.  

 

 
 
 
 

      Adult Bible Studies 
 

 After nearly six months without organized studies, the adults will now have two 
opportunities for Bible study!  
 On Sunday, August 23rd, 9:15 am, the adults began meeting in the fellowship hall for 
a combined Bible class taught by our teachers Sandy Osborne and Barry Bost. The teachers 
will rotate every 5-6 weeks and social distancing will be practiced. As always, out of love for 
our neighbors, the wearing of masks is encouraged. There were 29 at the first class! 
 

 Sandy started with The Book of Psalms. The Psalms are so much more than a 
collection of beautiful Hebrew poems and congregational prayers. They proclaim Jesus Christ 
- His mission and passion, His Resurrection and return.  
 

 Beginning in late September or early October, Barry will focus on the books of 
Philippians and I Thessalonians. These are the epistle readings for the weeks he is teaching. 
You can find them in the 3-year Lectionary Year A, found in the Lutheran Service Book, 
pages xlv-xv.  
 

 Then on September 2nd, Pastor will start his Midweek Study at 1:30 pm and 7pm, 
focusing on the history of how the Bible came to be the form as we know it today. 
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The September Lectionary, Year A 

 
 
 
 
 
       

       

 
 
 
 
 

Read the Bible in 3 Years September 2020 
 

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
Romans 10:17 (NKJV) 

 

As September begins, we turn our focus to the books of I and II Thessalonians and then on 
to the Old Testament Book of Numbers.      
If you are looking for a good resource to help keep you focused, especially during the 
genealogies of Numbers, check out Through the Word. This resource has a 5-9 minute 
audio for every chapter of the Bible. You can access this plan on the YouVersion Bible app or 
at throughtheword.org. The commentary provides historical insight to what is happening and 
may explain an original Greek or Hebrew word and how it was used. After you listen, the app 
will also read the chapter to you, if you like. Hope you will give this a try. 
 
      September 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 
 

 

Date Sunday First Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel 

Sept. 6 
(Proper 18) 

Fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 33:7–9 Psalm 32:1–5 Romans 13:1–10 Matthew 18:1–20 

Sept. 13 
(Proper 19) 

Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Genesis 50:15–
21 

Psalm 103:1–5 Romans 14:1–12 Matthew 18:21–35 

Sept. 20 
(Proper 20) 

Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:6–9 Psalm 27:1–4; 
13-14 

Philippians 1:12–14, 
19–30 

Matthew 20:1–16 

Sept. 27 
(Proper 21) 

Seventeenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 18:1–4, 
25–32 

Psalm 25:1–7 Philippians 2:1–4 
 14–18 

Matthew 21:23–27 
 

Sep 1 I Thess. 2 
Sep 2 I Thess. 3 
Sep 3 I Thess. 4 
Sep 4 I Thess. 5 
Sep 5 II Thess. 1 
Sep 6 II Thess. 2 
Sep 7 II Thess. 3 
Sep 8 Numbers 1 
 

Sep 9 Numbers 2 
Sep 10 Numbers 3 
Sep 11 Numbers 4 
Sep 12 Numbers 5 
Sep 13 Numbers 6 
Sep 14 Numbers 7 
Sep 15 Numbers 8 
Sep 16 Numbers 9 
 

Sep 17 Numbers 10 
Sep 18 Numbers 11 
Sep 19 Numbers 12 
Sep 20 Numbers 13 
Sep 21 Numbers 14 
Sep 22 Numbers 15 
Sep 23 Numbers 16 
 

Sep 24 Numbers 17 
Sep 25 Numbers 18 
Sep 26 Numbers 19 
Sep 27 Numbers 20 
Sep 28 Numbers 21 
Sep 29 Numbers 22 
Sep 30 Numbers 23 
 



 8 

 
 

Thoughts, Prayers, Calls, & Cards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please continue to remember our homebound as the season moves from summer to autumn, 
especially as they continue to be isolated. You may send cards, make phone calls, and 
include them in your prayers. Contact information is in the church directory. 

 

Betty Barrett Marge Carter Phil Carter Cleta Dunaway Virginia Gable Bill Hoefer 
Betty Hunter Bonnie Jones Ron LaGrange Mary Lawhorne Margaret Ludwig C.R. Miller 
Mike McGriff Carolyn McCartha Anita Meetze Laura Meetze Carole Myers Ed Nelson 

Dorothy Prater Eddie Roland Polly Roland Myrna Rush Henry Schmidt Linda Schmidt 
Mary Schott Molly Kate Shealy Shirlean Sons Dan Stocker Henry Weed Louise Weed 

 
 

 
 
 

    September 2020 Anniversaries 
 
 

9/2 Bradley & Amy Carey 9/24 Hal & Suzie Hoffman 
9/7 Rich & Sue O’Dell 9/26 Mike & Dot Prater 
9/9 Richard & Laura Shealy 9/26 Pete & Rita Witt 
9/12 Joseph & Kim Perkins 9/29 David & Connie Cook 
9/16 Jeff & Kelly Thrun 9/29 Stan & Suzi Slaughter 

 
 

September 2020 Birthdays 
 

9/1 Terry Rodgers 9/11 Chesley Godwin 9/18 Robert Lewis 
9/3 Kathy Arnold 9/11 Darlene Schenemann 9/19 Katrina Folks 
9/3 Rick Baden 9/12 Doug Lacey 9/19 Geoff Griesch 
9/3 Aiden Coutant 9/13 Bill Hoefer 9/20 Travis Boatwright 
9/4 Beth Clauss 9/13 Frank Osborne 9/21 Stuart Dalton 
9/4 Joel Gotz 9/14 Kim Gepfert 9/21 Chris Gepfert 
9/7 Laura Meetze 9/14 Don Meetze 9/21 Eva Jones 
9/9 Bruce Schenemann 9/15 Nadia R. BouFawaz 9/24 Annette Holladay 
9/9 Merle Weed 9/15 Gary Meetze  9/25 David Cook 

9/10 Jason Dennis 9/15 Neva Meyerhoff 9/26 Will Folks 
9/10 Chris Griesch  9/16 Marge Carter 9/27 Parker Dominick 
9/10 David Setterlund 9/18 Johnny Barrett 9/30 Marla Mamrick 
  9/18 Scott Barrett   

Your church family misses you  
Those times when you're not there, 
We want to let you know we notice 
And show you that we care. 
 

We pray a special blessing on you 
Upon all you do and say. 
And ask that God watch over you, 
Each moment of every day. 

© By M.S. Lowndes 
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Announcements & Opportunities 
 
 

Pr. Walt’s New Phone Number: 803-229-2154 
Pastor decided that he needed to get an 803-cell number so that when he calls, we won’t 
think he is spam or a telemarketer because of his out-of-state area code. Please update your 
records. 
 

Handmade Cloth Facemasks 
A few ladies have begun the necessary ministry of making facemasks for our Mt. Olive family. 
There is a basket of masks in the narthex from which you can choose. Linda Gifford, Mary 
Keller, and Aresa Boykin will continue to make masks as long as there is a need. If anyone 
else would like to join in this ministry, talk to one of us or call the church office. 

 

October Newsletter Deadline – September 20th  
Your next deadline for submitting articles for the October 2020 issue of the 
Olive Leaves is Sunday, September 20th. Remember to send them to Sue 
Strouse at slstrouse@gmail.com. Former board chairs, please work with 
your new chairpersons to ensure a smooth transition. 

 

Flu Shot Clinic Sunday, September 27th 
Mt. Olive will host its annual Flu Shot Clinic brought to us by Publix Pharmacy and our own 
Nadia BouFawaz. This year, the clinic will be held in the Preschool area because with social 
distancing, there is not space for Bible Class and the clinic in one room. The Preschool area 
is accessible by elevator, by stairs, or by parking near the preschool entrance. 
 

Sharing God’s Love 
Sharing God’s Love is accepting donations of non-perishable food items and personal care 
products. They also need financial donations as they help pay utility bills of the families in 
crisis. The needs are cold cereal, powdered milk, oatmeal, grits, peanut butter & jelly, 
canned or dried fruit, spaghetti sauce, soup, crackers, dried beans, canned carrots, peas or 
mixed veggies. 
 

Secure E Giving Reminder 
Since you are unable to attend church and are concerned that you cannot get your 
contributions to church, now may be the time to try e giving. The link is also on the website: 
on computers, it is in the top, right hand corner; on phones and tablets, scroll down to the 
bottom of the page. You may give through your checking account or credit card. Our e giving 
is powered by VANCO, a secure company that follows strict and safe policies. Even though 
the e giving page looks like our website, Mt. Olive will have no record of your account, your 
card number, or your personal information. If you need help setting up your account, contact 
Aresa Boykin. 
 

Circle of Friends 
When Sunday School resumes, Katie Tyczynski, a certified special education teacher, 
is leading our Circle of Friends class. Our faithful volunteers continue to assist. If you 
know of families who have special needs children, please invite them to Mt. Olive. 
Once we return to meeting together, The Circle of Friends meets during Sunday 
School and the 10:30 AM worship service. 
 

Nursery “Cry Room” Reminder 
Mt. Olive has a nursery that is located downstairs, just behind the sanctuary. 
Parents are welcome to stay with their children during any worship service. There is 
a speaker so you will be able to hear the worship service. Parents, as you are 

leaving, please sanitize the toys of which your child has played. Thank you. 
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The L-o-n-g Season after Pentecost 
 

Remember to check out the sign at the entrance to 
the church to see if you can spot the key words from 
the current week’s Gospel lesson. Because the Season 
after Pentecost is so long, the signs will change 
monthly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From ASAP HVAC  
“BIG shout-out to our friends at Mt Olive Lutheran Church for their decision to have ASAP 
Heating and Air install iWave Air Cleaners in the HVAC units servicing their sanctuary and 
preschool. Their regard for the health and welfare of their congregants and students in the 
face of continuing concerns over the spread of the COVID-19 virus, and the upcoming flu 
season is outstanding!” The i-Wave Air Cleaner keeps your indoor air clean by reducing 
allergens, odors, smoke, static electricity, and airborne particles, and is also effective in 
killing mold, bacteria, and viruses. 

 
 

Kid’s Korner 
	
	

 

 

 


