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From Pastor Walt: The Man in Black
Pastor Walter Harper
walt.harper@mtolivesc.org
Johnny Cash was one of my favorite saints. Of course, he might not have recognized the
word “saint” as being applicable to himself. He once said that he was “the greatest sinner of
them all.” Saint Paul said much the same thing in First Timothy 1:15: “Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.”
Cash was born in Arkansas to poor cotton farmers in 1932. He was raised as a Southern
Baptist, and was baptized in a river in 1944.
Very often when we talk about a Christian we do what I just did: We give the date of
their birth, and the date of their baptism. Important milestones, of course. But the rest of
life follows on from there, doesn’t it?
Cash was in the United States Air Force for four years. Even there he formed a country
band. When he got out he went right back to music.
Like anyone else, it started slowly, but through hard work and determination he kept at it.
A hit here, and a hit there, and pretty soon he was switching from a minor record label to
Columbia Records. In 1969 he outsold the Beatles!
He’d tell us that he was an “imperfect” saint. But is there any other kind? Some of us are
more effective at covering up the imperfections, but we’re all depending on Grace.
Cash was not good at covering it up. There was abuse of alcohol and drugs,
unfaithfulness in his first marriage, and a divorce in 1966. Those are the things that most
people don’t look for in your next pastor or Sunday School teacher. Johnny Cash was neither
of those things, so he kept at it.
He spent a night in jail seven times. All misdemeanor charges, he was never jailed longer
than overnight. His famous concerts in prisons make people think that he was one of the
inmates, but he wasn’t. He certainly had a connection with the “guests of the state.” Two
great live albums come from those concerts; Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison, and Johnny
Cash at San Quentin.
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In 1970 Cash rediscovered his faith, and responded to an altar call at an Assembly of God
church. He also got off the drugs, which June Carter Cash required him to do. (The
encouragement of a good strong spouse can have many positive effects, agreed?)
Alas, after seven years of sobriety, Cash returned to drugs in 1977. In 1983 he went to
the Betty Ford Clinic. A few years later he relapsed again, and went to a clinic in Nashville,
TN. He was again clean for a while, relapsed again, and then went to a clinic in Loma Linda,
CA in 1992. This time he stayed clean, but what a roller-coaster ride!
Cash was an advocate for Native Americans, and was adopted by the Seneca Nation.
He sang often at Billy Graham rallies.
He became a student of the Bible, and narrated an audiotape of the New Testament (KJV,
of course). He also wrote a book about Jesus titled, “The Man in White.”
Cash was a cross-over artist, moving well beyond his start in Country Music. He’s in three
music Halls of Fame: for Country Music, Rock and Roll, and Gospel.
Late in his life he began recording the “American” album series. One of my favorite things
he ever did was “American IV: The Man Comes Round.”
There are two great songs from that album that you ought to check out on YouTube. First
is a re-make of the song “Hurt,” originally recorded by industrial band Nine Inch Nails. The
video is full of Cash’s biography, the drugs, the success, the hardships, his faith in Christ.
It’s nearly impossible to get through it without tearing up. The video won a Grammy.
The other is “The Man Comes Round.” Cash didn’t make a video for it (that I know of),
but look for the version that has the lyrics. Cash said he spent months on this song writing,
editing, and re-editing. It’s a powerful song about the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Johnny Cash died on September 12, 2003. He was an imperfect saint, but a man who
knew the depths of Grace because he’d known the depths of the mire. I hope you enjoy his
art. Listen to him knowing that he is a brother in Christ, and we will see him in heaven.

From our President
Jim Crosland, Congregational President
Going on one month now with the COVID-19 but hearing possibilities of opening the
economy. I am not going to give my opinion either way but that is for our lawmakers and
government to decide. I know many of us have had hardships over the last month but
hearing Pastor Walt’s sermons every Sunday has comforted and reminded me that God is
still in our lives. The church business continues through email with staff and council, but will
probably have to adapt for the next Church Council meeting. I guess I will finally have to
learn some new technology.
In closing, Natalie and I really miss our church family and can’t wait to see each of your
smiling faces real soon.
Safety Tip: The scammers are on the move because of the stimulus checks! Please
reach out to our family members and remind them NOT to give out personal information by
phone or email. The US government will not be calling concerning your checks. Remember to
never click on an email that you don’t recognize. Just delete it. Please be safe!
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Board of Christian Education
Natalie Crosland, Chairperson
“Every word of Jesus was spoken in love. It is God who arms me with strength,
and makes my way perfect.” Psalm 18:32 NKJV
In her autobiography, singer Dolly Parton says: “My high school was small, so during
graduation each of us got a chance to stand up and announce our plans for the future. ‘I’m
going to junior college,’ one boy would say. ‘I’m getting married and moving to Maryville,’ a
girl would follow. When my turn came I said, ‘I’m going to Nashville to become a star.’ The
entire place erupted in laughter. I was stunned. Somehow, though, that laughter instilled in
me an even greater determination to realize my dream. I might have crumbled under the
weight of the hardships that were to come, had it not been for the response of the crowd
that day. Sometimes it’s funny the way we find inspiration.”
Every hero in scripture, without exception, overcame obstacles and opposition. David
writes: “They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the Lord was my support. He
also brought me out into a broad place; He delivered me because He delighted in me. For by
You I can run against a troop, by my God I can leap over a wall. As for God, His way is
perfect; the word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him. It is God who
arms me with strength, and makes my way perfect. He makes my feet like the feet of deer,
and sets me on my high places. For You have armed me with strength for the battle; You
have subdued under me those who rose up against me” (Ps 18: vv. 18-19, 29-30, 32, 39
NKJV).
I hope everyone is safe and well during this time. Please know I miss my church family
and look forward to getting back into the swing of things.

Children’s Sunday School
Jessica Dennis, Sunday School
The Sunday School teachers and myself have been MISSING all of those smiling faces in
Sunday School over the past month! We’re praying that all of those sweet kiddos and their
families are staying well! While it’s easy to let the worries in, let’s all press ourselves to
remember all of God’s promises! Remind your children or tell them of the verse we’ve been
learning recently.
John 3:16 — “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
We can’t wait to get back to Sunday School and pick up talking about all of the awesome
miracles that Jesus performed that show us He is our True God! While we are gathering as a
Church at home, please tune into to Children’s messages posted to the Church’s Facebook
and YouTube pages. Pastor Walt shares Children’s sermons each week and videos are posted
for children from myself and other members to keep Mt. Olive’s children engaged! We hope
everyone had a blessed Easter and that our Sunday School friends were able to put together
their Resurrection Eggs and make paper boats! (See videos at Facebook.com/mtolivesc.)
God’s Blessings to you all!
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Stephen Ministry
Bill Boykin, Stephen Leader
“Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7
Stephen Ministries St. Louis has been proactive in connecting with their
congregations throughout these weeks of isolation. They know that people
continue to go through crises and may have extended needs. Last week, they
sent out Eight Tips for Stephen Ministers’ Care during Social Distancing.
These tips are good reminders for all of us as we check in with our friends.
1. Be Intentional to call and check in with folks.
2. Use Voice or Video – Not Text as much as possible. Phone and video calls, where you
can hear each other in real time, are better than texts or emails.
3. Be Aware of Communication Limitations such as dropped calls and privacy issues.
4. Be Fully Present by giving the other person your undivided attention.
5. Listen Actively meaning that you pay close attention to not only words, but to the tone
of voice, pauses, and other nonverbal cues.
6. Explore and Validate Feelings of Grief, especially when it is related to the current
crisis. Assure the person that it is OK to feel this way, and let him/her talk more.
7. Pray for or with Your Friends either on the phone or later. The power of prayer is a
tremendous source of comfort.
8. Take Care of Yourself physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Remain in God’s Word
daily and if you feel you need care, please call one of our Stephen Ministers or Pr. Walt.
Remember that everything told to Pastor or a Stephen Minister is confidential.
“STEPHEN MINISTRY IS CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE THROUGH PEOPLE.

Board of Social Ministry
Charlene Meetze, Chairperson
“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces,
I would still plant my apple tree.” Martin Luther
Your Social Ministry remains involved with the church council regarding getting the
necessary things done during this challenging time in our church life.
Meanwhile, just like our own Martin Luther’s quote, it’s time to plant. Flower plants are
everywhere and so are garden plants. Maybe we could take this time to find a little spot in
our yards, on our decks or porches to plant – maybe a tomato plant? Any plant will do so
we can watch it grow, produce, and provide sustenance or beauty. We Christians live by
FAITH, which makes us a lucky bunch because we know WHO is in charge. That provides us
with the perseverance to carry on no matter what.
Please contact the church office if you find yourself in need of help that the church can
provide. And keep a smile on your face. Even behind the masks we are wearing, people can
see the joy in our eyes, and Jesus expects us to spread the peace and joy we have within us.
DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY!
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Board of Public Relations
Aresa Boykin, Chairperson
“So we may boldly say, ‘The Lord is my helper. I will not fear.’” Hebrews 13:6
It is so refreshing to hear from our congregation’s enjoyment for viewing and listening to
Pr. Walt’s sermons during this time when we are unable to worship as a congregation. Even
though we have been physically isolated, we have learned new ways to focus on our
members. Many have also shown their care for each other by phone calls, cards, and prayers.
There have been members who had never joined our Facebook page,
facebook.com/mtolivesc, or had never visited our website, mtolivesc.org, who were
surprised to see that our digital presence has been in place for a number of years. For this, I
am extremely thankful to see something good coming from our isolation. Others who are
“technology delayed” have had younger family members help them to find us or bring their
smart phones or tablets to watch/ listen together. I am also thankful for the time these
generations have had together!
I am thankful for Karen Meetze who had taken the lead in finding YouTube videos of our
hymns and other service music so that we can sing along during home church. I am thankful
for Mary Keller who sends out our weekly worship bulletins, hymns, prayers, and Olive Seeds.
I am thankful that Lutheran Service Builder has given churches free extended copyrights so
that Mary can send these to us. I am thankful to those who have sent Easter photos,
activities, and presentations that were posted on Facebook or on the website.
I am thankful for the brave souls who have sent in videos for our children. I am very
thankful that Google has how-to videos of everything that I needed to learn about videoing
and thankful that we could put all this together to connect our church family. I am most
thankful for Pr. Walt who has been so gracious to have his sermons, scripture, and prayers
recorded weekly since March 29th. I am thankful that you have been patient with us during
our learning curve.
During March and April, our lives have changed, yet we have persevered. I am praying
for, and with anticipation, that we will be together soon!

God is
Board of Evangelism: “Signs, Sign, Everywhere A Sign”
this
Richard Shealy, Chairperson
way
First of all, I apologize to the Five Man Electrical Band for using the title of one of their hit
songs in the 1970s as the title for this article.
The Evangelism Board has been evaluating our use of interior and exterior signs that are
currently in place around the church property. Several church members have related to us
that visitors have mentioned difficulty in finding their way to areas inside and outside our
building. Some visitors have had difficulty in finding the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall and
bathrooms. We have made our own observations and have started a list of recommendations,
but we would like feedback from everyone who has had to help a visitor find their way
around our property. We currently see a need for sign(s) in the parking lot to direct traffic to
the Preschool, additional parking, the sanctuary, and offices. Also, we see a need for interior
signs for the sanctuary, offices, bathrooms, and elevator/staircase to the lower levels. We
seek everyone’s input on this to make sure we get it right the first time. So, if you see a
need for a sign, please contact Lori Flenner, Cindy Soto, or me with your suggestions.

5

Preschool News
Anna Brent, Preschool Director
803-781-7180 – preschool@mtolivesc.org
Web: mtolivesc.org/preschool – Facebook.com/mountolivepreschool
With no surprise, this April at the preschool has looked vastly different than any other
before! Since schools have been out because of the virus, we have been doing our own
version of preschool at-home learning. Our teachers worked diligently upon hearing that
school would be canceled through the end of April to prepare at-home learning packets for
our little ones and their families to work on at home and they have been communicating
through an online resource called SeeSaw. We have missed our preschool families very
much and being able to see their pictures/videos and stay in touch has meant a lot!
A decision regarding attendance for the rest of the year was made, and while we are not
returning to the preschool this year, please know that the mission of Mt. Olive Lutheran
Preschool remains the same and we are continuing to foster relationships with our wonderful
families and students in creative ways. Please pray for our staff, families and students as we
will be navigating a way to “wrap up” the school year without sweet students in the
classroom.
Looking forward to next year: Do you know any families with young children who would
benefit from our preschool? Our amazing staff creates a warm and loving environment in
which they provide high quality learning experiences. The students learn
about God’s love for them and His desire for them to be their best while
they learn about and explore His world. Encourage them to call, email,
check out the website or Facebook page, or come visit! Registration is
ongoing and we have VERY LIMITED space left in our 2-year-old and 4year-old classes.

Thoughts, Prayers, Calls, & Cards
“When my heart is overwhelmed
lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” Psalm 61:2
Please remember the homebound and others who have illnesses as we continue
in this time of social distancing and isolation. These folks, who were once active
members, are experiencing more isolation than usual. Many of them do not use
the computer or social media to help them remain connected to their families or
to church. While you are at home, please take a few moments to reach out to
them.
Betty Barrett
Bonnie Jones
Gladys Meetze
Linda Schmidt

Phil Carter
Dickie Lawhorne
Laura Meetze
Mary Schott

Cleta Dunaway
Mary Lawhorne
Dorothy Prater
Molly Kate Shealy

6

Virginia Gable
CR Miller
Eddie Roland
Shirlean Sons

Bill Hoefer
Mike McGriff
Myrna Rush
Dan Stocker

Betty Hunter
Anita Meetze
Henry Schmidt
Rita Witt

Board of Stewardship: Share the Burdens
John Meyerhoff, Chairperson
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I hope you are doing well in these very challenging times. I know we all greatly miss
attending our weekly church services. Hopefully, we are taking the time to complete our
daily devotions, read the Bible, and watch Pastor’s sermons.
I am one of those Christians who wonders if God didn’t send this virus to help shock us
back into realizing what is important in life, and to help us see all of the blessings He
continues to bestow on us. How should we as Christians use those blessings to support our
church, our family, and help others to find the peace and love given to us through the Grace
of our loving God.
During my preparation for writing the May Olive Leaves update, I found the following in a
Parish Publishing Stewardship article. I think it is worth sharing:
“The strangest paradox is that as we accept the heavy yoke of Christ, all our burdens
become lighter. As we accept the stewardship of God’s grace and give ourselves to the
Kingdom’s cause, we become rich. At the very heart of Christian stewardship is the act of
service, even at great cost. But the wonderful thing is that Christian service does
something to us, as well as to the people whom we serve.”

I pray that God keeps you and your family safe and soon we will be back to celebrating
His love in the sanctuary at Mt. Olive and sharing His love openly throughout the world.

May 2020 Anniversaries
5/1
5/4
5/12

Rick & Liezl Baden
Mike & Stephanie Jones
Seth & Johnna Duncan

5/22
5/25
5/26

Randy & Kathie Voyles
Wes & Michele Hammond
John & Mary Lou Tedder

5/12
5/19

Hunter & Stacey Robinson
Jason & Jill Brabham

5/27
5/29

Chris & Kim Gepfert
Rebecca & James Shirah

May 2020 Birthdays
5/2
5/4
5/5
5/5
5/5
5/6
5/6
5/7
5/8
5/8
5/8
5/8
5/9

Cindy Williams
Joe Harper
Jessica Dennis
Joy Fletcher
Myran Trask
Bruce Helming
Stephanie Jones
Marilyn Bauer
Dennis Dixon
Carolyn McCartha
LaToya Patterson
Richard Schneider
Jessica Clendenin

5/10
5/12
5/12
5/13
5/13
5/15
5/16
5/16
5/16
5/17
5/17
5/18
5/18

Henry Dosen
Bradley Carey
Sue Knowles
Nadia M. BouFawaz
Linda McGriff
Edith Sanguiliano
Stanley Bouknight
Joseph Maye
T.J. Selke Jr.
Dana Magic
Olivia Stuck
Lori Flenner
Paul Sanguiliano
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5/19
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/27
5/29
5/29
5/30
5/30
5/30

Pat LaGrange
Nancy Thompson
Harper Brown
Hannah Duncan
James Duncan
Bailey Dort
Lynne Schultz
Rebecca Griesch
Tiffany Meetze
Gloria Meetze
Carole Myers
Matt Williams

May Weekly Lectionary
May 3

4th Sunday of Easter Acts 2:42–47

Psalm 23

1 Peter 2:19–25 John 10:1–10

May 10 5th Sunday of Easter Acts 6:1–9;
Psalm 146
7:2a, 51–60
May 17 6th Sunday Easter
Acts 17:16–31 Psalm 66:8–20

1 Peter 2:2–10

May 24 Ascension of Our
Lord (celebrated)
May 31 Day of Pentecost

Eph. 1:15–23

Acts 1:1–11

Psalm 47

Numbers
11:24-30

Psalm 25:1-15

John 14:1–14

1 Peter 3:13–22 John 14:15–21

Acts: 2-1-21

Luke 24:44–53
John 7:37-39

There is no May serving schedule, as we will continue home church.
Read the Bible in 3 Years: May 2020
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
Romans 10:17 (NKJV)
How is your Bible plan coming along? As we begin May, we will continue to read the book
of Genesis. On May 22nd we will move to the New Testament for 1 Corinthians.
If you are looking for a good resource to help keep you focused, check out Through the
Word. This resource has a 5-9 minute audio for every chapter of the Bible. You can access
this plan on the YouVersion Bible app or at throughtheword.org. The commentary provides
historical insight to what is happening and may explain an original Greek or Hebrew word
and how it was used. After you listen, the app will also read the chapter to you, if you like.
Hope you will give this a try.
May 1

Genesis 30

May 9

Genesis 38

May 17

Genesis 46

May 25

I Corinthians 4

May 2

Genesis 31

May 10

Genesis 39

May 18

Genesis 47

May 26

I Corinthians 5

May 3

Genesis 32

May 11

Genesis 40

May 19

Genesis 48

May 27

I Corinthians 6

May 4

Genesis 33

May 12

Genesis 41

May 20

Genesis 49

May 28

I Corinthians 7

May 5

Genesis 34

May 13

Genesis 42

May 21

Genesis 50

May 29

I Corinthians 8

May 6

Genesis 35

May 14

Genesis 43

May 22

I Corinthians 1

May 30

I Corinthians 9

May 7

Genesis 36

May 15

Genesis 44

May 23

I Corinthians 2

May 31

I Corinthians 10

May 8

Genesis 37

May 16

Genesis 45

May 24

I Corinthians 3

A Memorial Day Prayer
We remember, O Lord, all those people throughout the years who have made the supreme
sacrifice for our country, for liberty, for us. Whenever we breathe the air of freedom, or
claim the right to justice, or enjoy the privilege of worship, fill us with gratitude for those
who selflessly gave the last full measure of devotion — their very lives — for our benefit.
May these brave men and women now know the joy of eternity and your
presence. And may the families of the fallen receive comfort and peace amid
their grief. Help us as we minister to their needs. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Join a Sunday School or Bible Class When We Return to Church
ONCE WE RESUME OUR USUAL SCHEDULE: May 2020 Sunday School & Bible Classes – 9:15 AM
Infants – age 2

Nursery

Wagner House

Parents may stay with their infants & toddlers in the nursery, as we are in between
caregivers. Please listen to the worship service through the speaker.
Katie Tyczynski &
Bringing Jesus to Special Needs Children
Faithful Group of Volunteers
Pat LaGrange, Laura Laprise,
The Miracles of Jesus
Kaley Laprise, Jessica Dennis
Pr. Walt Harper
A multi-year study of The Bible & Martin Luther’s
Small Catechism for Confirmation
Rick Baden
A variety of lessons from the Bible

Circle of Friends

Downstairs
Classroom
Upstairs
Classrooms
Wagner House

High School

Wagner House

Will & Katrina Folks

Adults

Downstairs
Classroom

Sandy Osborne

PK3 – 4th Grade
th

5 Grade & Older
and their parents
Middle School

Adults
Adults

A variety of lessons from the Bible

The Book of Ruth – Join us for this study that the
NIV Study Bible is described as “an exquisitely
wrought jewel of Hebrew narrative art.”
Fellowship Hall
Barry Bost
The Weekly Lectionary - A closer look at the
epistle Scripture appointed for each Sunday
Choir Room
Eddie Magic
Lutheranism 101 – The basic tenets of being
Lutheran
Downstairs Classrooms are accessible by stairs and elevator.

Announcements & Opportunities
High School Graduates
Even though we may not be in church soon, please remember our graduating
high school seniors: Chris Boykin, Jimmy Crosland, and Bailey Stuck. You have
had a year to remember! We are proud of all that you have accomplished so far
in your lives.
Secure E Giving Reminder
Since you are unable to attend church and are concerned that you cannot get your
contributions to church, now may be the time to try e giving. The link is also on the website:
on computers, it is in the top, right hand corner; on phones and tablets, scroll down to the
bottom of the page. You may give through your checking account or credit card. Our e giving
is powered by VANCO, a secure company that follows strict and safe policies. Even though
the e giving page looks like our website, Mt. Olive will have no record of your account, your
card number, or your personal information. If you need help setting up your account, contact
Aresa Boykin.
Ladies’ Bible Study
The ladies’ monthly Bible Study is on hold until the fall, so mark your calendars for
Tuesday, September 15th, at 6:30 PM. The class will be studying Ruth, “How to
see God in the Dailiness of Life,” from the book, A Woman God Can Use. All ladies,
including teens, are welcome to attend. Come join in the study and Christian
fellowship.
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The prayer breakfast is on hold until fall, so mark your calendars for Saturday,
September 19th. Come and bring your sons and neighbors for a hearty
breakfast, devotion from Pr. Walt, and prayer.
June-July Newsletter Deadline – May 20th
Your next deadline for submitting articles for the combined June-July 2020
issue of the Olive Leaves is Wednesday, May 20th. Remember to send
them to Sue Strouse at slstrouse@gmail.com.
Sharing God’s Love
Sharing God’s Love has suspended accepting donations, except for food, until further notice.
They are working with a skeleton staff, taking the necessary precautions, as they have
resumed seeing clients by appointment only. As they close in on the end of their expansion,
you can drop off your food donations in the wooden bins in the front.
Circle of Friends
Katie Tyczynski, a certified special education teacher, is leading our Circle of Friends
class. Our faithful volunteers continue to assist. If you know of families who have
special needs children, please invite them to Mt. Olive. Once we return to meeting
together, The Circle of Friends meets during Sunday School and the 10:30 AM worship
service.
Nursery Reminder
Mt. Olive has a nursery that is located downstairs, just behind the sanctuary.
Parents are welcome to stay with their children during any worship service. There is
a speaker so you will be able to hear the worship service. If you know of anyone
who loves small children and is interested in a part-time job on Sunday mornings from 9:00
AM – 11:30 AM, please contact the church.

Kid’s Korner
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