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From Pastor Walt
Pastor Walter Harper
walt.harper@mtolivesc.org
An Emphasis for Each Month of the Year
Several years ago I started asking the kids at our Lutheran School to name the major
holiday for each month of the year.
Some of the months are obvious. December is Christmas. November is Thanksgiving.
Sometimes their answers reflected the thinking of a child. To a child October will always be
Halloween, no matter how much the pastor wishes they would say Reformation.
August is the toughie. Nothing comes to mind very quickly. “Vacation” doesn’t seem a
worthy designation. If you turn to the front of the hymnal it has three liturgical days, none of
which really get that much attention by most Christians.
Why bring this up at all? For one thing Ancient Israel had a liturgical calendar. There
were days, celebrated every year, that reminded them of God’s gracious acts of salvation.
They remembered the sparing of Israel’s firstborn, the crossing of the Red Sea, the
thankfulness owed to God for a plentiful harvest.
The Church of course has such days, but now they reflect the change from the Old to the
New Covenant. The birth of the Savior, His resurrection from the dead, and the coming of
the Holy Spirit are certainly big ones.
Celebrating such days gives the year a certain rhythm. When it’s December we have
expectations of what sorts of things will go on around us. For many those expectations turn
into excited anticipation. And of course for some there are struggles connected with the
season as well.
As someone has pointed out, every year is the same but also different. The sameness is
the celebration itself; the differences include such things as: where are we living this year,
which loved ones are no longer present with us, or which little newborn is now among us?
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So here’s what I’ve come up with.
January:
February:
March:
April:
May:
June:
July:
August:
September:
October:
November:
December:

New Year’s Day
Valentine’s Day
St. Patrick’s Day
Easter (well, most years)
Mother’s Day
Father’s Day
The Fourth of July
Back to School?
Labor Day
Reformation
Thanksgiving
Christmas

A couple more comments: I chose Reformation Day for October because it’s my article,
and that’s what I keep plugging for. This just in: “Back to School” has been suggested for
August!

Thoughts, Prayers, Calls, & Cards
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”
Ephesians 1:3
Betty Barrett
Betty Hunter
Anita Meetze

Johnny Barrett
Bonnie Jones
Gladys Meetze
Molly Kate Shealy

Phil Carter
Dickie Lawhorne
Laura Meetze
Shirlean Sons

Cleta Dunaway
Mary Lawhorne
Dorothy Prater
Rita Witt

Virginia Gable
Mike McGriff
Mary Schott

From our President
Jim Crosland, Congregational President
I want to start off by saying “Thank You” for reaching out to us during one our darkest
times for Natalie and me in our law enforcement careers concerning little Faye. All were so
compassionate and offered kind words of encouragement during this unspeakable and
heinous crime. It just proves that Satan is continuing his work on this earth and we must
join together as brothers and sisters in Christ to thwart his advances.
Soon, you will receive your official Census packet in the mail. This is very important
information that is used for redrawing our Legislative districts, distributing of state and
federal funds, and forecasting future housing projects. Lexington County increased from a
75% response rate in 2000 to 78% in 2010. Let’s get that number higher! It is against the
law for the Census Bureau to publicly release your responses in any way that could identify
you or your household. Also, by law, your responses cannot be used against you and can
only be used to produce statistics. Thank you and God Bless.
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Board of Christian Education
Natalie Crosland, Chairperson
Father, as long as I can serve in Your kingdom, it doesn’t matter how or where. For
we are all one in Christ. Gal 3:28 NLT
If you limit your interactions to only people who think like you, you will never grow
personally or accomplish what God has in mind for you. You need people who have 20/20
vision where you have blind spots. The way to offset your weak areas is by being able to
work with people who are strong in those areas. Instead of looking for those who conform to
your opinions, you need someone who loves you enough to challenge your opinions from
time to time. Why? Because you still have a lot of learning and growing to do! You are
uniquely different from anyone else. Others are moved to love and accept you as you grow
in loving and accepting them.
We want to invite everyone to Sunday School at 9:15 AM! We have three excellent adult
classes to choose from. Our children, from preschool to high school, have exceptional
teachers who are nurturing and eager to share God’s Word. Class descriptions are on page 7.

Children’s Sunday School
Jessica Dennis, Sunday School
The Children’s Sunday School classes upstairs just began the first of thirteen lessons on
Jesus’ miracles that show us that He is True God. In the first lesson, from John 2: 1-11,
Jesus changed water into wine. Verse 11 says, “This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus
performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus revealed His glory, and His disciples put their faith in
Him.” And his disciples put their faith in Him! Jesus’ disciples had been following Him for only
a short period of time. They were still a little unsure and needed to see to believe. So often,
we feel the same way! As we discussed this in Sunday School, it was precious to hear from
the mouths of children how we should, too, simply trust God!
Let’s pray for the children of Mt. Olive that they always keep such simple and pure faith
in our one, true God, and that we can believe just as faithfully! During the next several
weeks, we will continue to study many of Jesus’ other miracles. We will learn how His
teachings shape our faith and heal our unbelief. Also, Ms. Karen, our choir director, will
continue to come to our opening at 9:15 to teach the children an Easter song to be
performed at one of our services in the near future.

Board of Parish Fellowship
Marlene Nes’bit & Kathie Voyles, Co-Chairpersons
Fellowship is looking for members who can provide or help with Lenten lunches. No lunch
is provided on February 26th, Ash Wednesday. The dates for lunches are March 4th, 11th,
18th, 25th, and April 1st. Fellowship provides drinks and paper products, and will help set-up,
serve, and clean-up. A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex, or contact Marlene or me.
The next potluck will be held on March 15th after the second service. Please provide two
dishes to share. Our theme is St. Patrick’s Day. Prizes for best theme related food and attire
will be awarded.
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Stephen Ministry:
A Prayer for Those Who May Need A Caring Ear
Bill Boykin, Stephen Leader
Merciful God, there are those in our midst who carry heavy burdens. Help us to be sensitive
to those needs, reaching out to them with your love and compassion. Help us also to
encourage those who are especially burdened to turn to our pastor and Stephen Leaders,
who can help them receive the individualized care they need. In Your name we pray. Amen.
If you are going through a difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can bring God’s warm
love back into your life. They provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They will meet
with you privately on a weekly basis to listen, to support and encourage you, to pray with
and for you, and to walk with you for the duration of your crisis.
If you or someone you know is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking
with one of our Stephen Leaders: Bill or Aresa Boykin, Charlie Sandt, or Dianne BouFawaz.
Remember that everything you talk about with a Stephen Minister is confidential.

Board of Evangelism:
Fishing for the Next Generation of Evangelists
Richard Shealy, Chairperson
And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become
fishers of men.” Mark 1:17 ESV
One of the things that all Christians have in common is the practice of sharing their
beliefs with the hope of the Holy Spirit bringing others to faith. Last year, a Barna Group
survey stated that 96% of practicing Christians believed witnessing for Jesus was part of
their faith. However, 47% of the younger generation believed that it was wrong to share
one’s beliefs with someone of a different faith in hopes that they would, one day, share the
same faith. Only 20% of the older generation thought it was wrong.
This indicates a lack of understanding about the practice of evangelism and an overall
cultural resistance to conversations that highlight people’s differences. Additionally, the
study showed that younger generations believe that people today are more likely to be
offended by attempts to be converted than they were in the past. This is coupled with the
belief that disagreement means judgment, especially with the younger generations.
The president of the Barna Group, David Kinnaman, stated the following:
• Evangelizing others is good and worthy of our time, energy and investment.
• We must pass on resilient faith to Christian young people.
• We must persuade younger Christians that evangelism is an essential practice of
following Jesus.
• Evangelism isn’t just about saving the unsaved, but reminding ourselves that this stuff
matters, that the Bible is trustworthy, and that Jesus changes everything.
Source: Almost Half of Practicing Christian Millennial Say Evangelism Is Wrong,
www.barna.com › research › millennials-oppose-evangelism
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Board of Stewardship: Sowing Generously
John Meyerhoff, Chairperson
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Sometimes when we are reading, especially Christian literature, certain sentences grab
our attention. One example is the following phrase: “God gives to us not to make us
thankful but to make us generous and useful to him and others.”
Please also read II Corinthians 9: 6-15 on “Sowing Generously”
When something good happens to us, when God seems to be pouring out blessing upon
blessing, we are very grateful. And most of us will take time to express our gratitude to God.
That is a good response, of course. In less obvious circumstances, however, we often don’t
express our thankfulness for the many blessings God bestows on us. Thanksgiving follows
the realization that all we have was given to us by God. God gives us these things not to
make us thankful, but to make us useful! It becomes clear – in fact, it is inescapable – that
genuine thankfulness and good stewardship are inseparably related.
What we express to God about what He has given to us is called “Thanksgiving.” What
we do with all of our God-given gifts is called “Stewardship.” It is to love God with our
heart, mind, soul, and strength. After all, is that not the way Christ loves us?
Prayer: Gracious God, keep reminding us that we are not only to be grateful to you, but to
submit ourselves as faithful stewards on your behalf. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Modified from Parish Publishing: Stewardship Minute

Board of Public Relations: The Importance of our Greeters
Aresa Boykin, Chairperson
Greeters, do you know what an important role you play? You are the first faces that our
members and guests see when they enter the doors of Mt. Olive. For a while now, the
Boards of Public Relations and Evangelism have been planning to hold a greeters training
session, and it will be on Wednesday, March 4th, at 6:00 PM right before the 7:00 PM
Midweek Lenten Worship Service. If you are a current greeter, are interested in becoming a
greeter, or if you have a heart for welcoming new people, please show up for this session.
Natalie Osborne Smith will be sharing tips and reminders for interacting with our members
and guests. Richard Shealy will be going over our new brochure.

Pastoral Acts
Holy Baptism
Zachary Yavuz Saral
February 23, 2020
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Preschool News
Anna Brent, Preschool Director
803-781-7180 – preschool@mtolivesc.org
Web: mtolivesc.org/preschool – Facebook.com/mountolivepreschool
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Love One Another Valentine Soiree a HUGE
success! We raised over $6,300 for the preschool ministry and we will be prayerfully and
carefully considering ways to help make the most of your generous contributions. All your
enthusiastic support is very meaningful, and it is touching the lives of our preschool children
and their families each and every day. Another big thank you to Church Council and the
entire Mt. Olive Congregation who helped make the evening possible. Many hands that
worked tirelessly to prepare, decorate and serve food, provide music and entertainment, and
gather/donate items for the auction. Please thank the following donors: Blythe, Crooked
Creek Potters, Elloree Hunt Club, Fletcher Monuments, Frank’s Car Wash, Grecian Gardens,
Hair For All, The Honey Baked Ham, Jason Bennett Fishing Guide Service, Jay’s Mobile
Detailing, Kroger, Lake Murray Landscape Supply, Lindler’s Construction, Nothing Bundt
Cakes, The Peanut Man, Pet Supplies Plus, Ramco Framing and Design, The Tin Zoo,
Vacuumart, Wild Birds Unlimited, and Woodley’s Garden Center.
It is registration time for the upcoming 2020-2021 school year. We currently have a few
spaces open in each of our classes, two-year-olds through four-year-olds. We are excited to
begin planning for another school year and look forward to seeing how the Lord is going to
work in and through the preschool during the upcoming year! So, if you know parents who
might be interested, please have them contact me.

Board of Social Ministry
Charlene Meetze, Chairperson
The Valentine Soirée was a huge success! The sound of laughter and music in the
Fellowship Hall under the red and white lanterns was such a celebration of our Love for One
Another! It also demonstrated our desire for Christian fellowship and our support of the
preschool ministry. The collaborative effort of many of the boards created an awesome event
that generated a significant donation for the preschool.
Your Social Board will begin plans for spring and summer projects with details being
announced in future newsletters.
This inspirational quote from Martin Luther has much to say:
Truly, if faith is there, the believer cannot hold back... he breaks out into good works.

March 2020 Anniversaries
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/15
3/16
3/17

Hannah & Eric Hennighan
Ron & Pat LaGrange
James & Abigail Sharpe
Stuart & Pam Dalton
Al & Annette Holladay, Jr.
David & Paula Meetze

3/17
3/18
3/20
3/22
3/24
3/27
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Charlie & Twila Sandt
Todd & Shari Selke
Laura & Brian Laprise
Parker & Erika Dominick
Brian & Meghan Smith
Charles & Laura Meetze

March 2020 Birthdays
3/3
3/5
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/8
3/12
3/13
3/13

Eddie Roland
Charles Meetze
Gerry Fletcher
Stacey Robinson
Myrna Rush
Mandy Schultz
Sandra Stocker
Owen Dennis
Carolyn Kibler
Charlie Sandt

3/13
3/14
3/14
3/15
3/16
3/17
3/17
3/19
3/19
3/21
3/21

Pam Stuck
Charles Stuck, II
John Tedder
Rebecca Curry
Kathleen Slaughter
Lauren Brown
Caitlin Voyles
Sara Jones
Dot Prater
Norma Hessary
Liz Rosinski

3/21
3/22
3/23
3/24
3/24
3/25
3/29
3/29
3/29
3/31

Ryan Voyles
Jimmy Crosland
Donna Sons
Karen Meetze
Nelson Thompson
Eric Patterson
Stephanie Boatwright
Eddie Magic
Martin Taylor
Connor Howard

Read the Bible in 3 Years: March 2020
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

II
II
II
II
II
II
II
II

Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Mar 9
Mar 10
Mar 11

II Samuel 9
II Samuel 10
II Samuel 11

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

II
II
II
II
II

12
13
14
15
16

Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel

12
13
14
15
16

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

II
II
II
II
II
II
II
II

Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel
Samuel

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Mar 25

I Peter 1

Mar 26
Mar 27

I Peter 2
I Peter 3

Mar 28
Mar 29
Mar 30

I Peter 4
I Peter 5
II Peter 1

Mar 31

II Peter 2

Join us for a Sunday Morning Bible Class!
March 2020 Sunday School & Bible Classes – 9:15 AM
Infants – age 2

Nursery

Wagner House

Parents may stay with their infants & toddlers in the nursery, as we are in between
caregivers. Please listen to the worship service through the speaker.
Katie Tyczynski &
Bringing Jesus to Special Needs Children
Faithful Group of Volunteers
Pat LaGrange, Laura Laprise,
The Miracles of Jesus
Kaley Laprise, Jessica Dennis
Pr. Walt Harper
A multi-year study of The Bible & Martin Luther’s
Small Catechism for Confirmation
Rick Baden
A variety of lessons from the Bible

Circle of Friends

Downstairs
Classroom
Upstairs
Classrooms
Wagner House

High School

Wagner House

Will & Katrina Folks

A variety of lessons from the Bible

Adults

Downstairs
Classroom

Sandy Osborne

Adults

Fellowship Hall

Barry Bost

The Book of Ruth – Join us for this study that the
NIV Study Bible is described as “an exquisitely
wrought jewel of Hebrew narrative art.”
The Weekly Lectionary - A closer look at the
epistle Scripture appointed for each Sunday

Adults

Choir Room

Eddie Magic

PK3 – 4th Grade
th

5 Grade & Older
and their parents
Middle School

Lutheranism 101 – The basic tenets of being
Lutheran
Downstairs Classrooms are accessible by stairs and elevator.
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2020 LENT, HOLY WEEK, and EASTER
SCHEDULE of WORSHIP and EVENTS
Wednesdays
in Lent
March 4th, 11th,
18th, 25th &

Midweek Lenten Worship

12:00 Noon

Light Lunch after the Noon Service
7:00 PM

Midweek Lenten Worship

Saturday
April 4th

5:00 PM

Celebrating Palm Sunday:
Worship & The Lord’s Supper

Sunday
April 5th

8:00 AM &
10:30 AM

Palm Sunday:
Worship & The Lord’s Supper

9:15 AM

Sunday School & Bible Classes

April 1st

Thursday
April 9th

7:00 PM

Friday
April 10th

7:00 PM

Saturday
April 11th

5:00 PM

8:00 AM
9:00 AM

Sunday
April 12th

Note:
Families with
children may
come at 8:45
so they will
have time to
eat before
the Activities.

9:30 AM

10:30 AM

Maundy Thursday
Worship Service
& The Lord’s Supper
Good Friday
Tenebrae
The Easter Vigil
with The Lord’s Supper

The Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Sunday
Breakfast (No Sunday School)
Traditional fare served by the Church
Council: scrambled eggs, meat, grits,
& assorted breads
Continental breakfast: a variety of
home prepared breads & sweets
Coffee & juices are provided.
Resurrection Celebration, Activities, & Easter Egg Hunt
Families will begin in the downstairs “Big Room.”
The egg hunt will continue outside for children through 4th grade.

The Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Sunday
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Announcements & Opportunities
Fellowship & Potluck
After the second service on March 15th, there will be a St Patrick’s Day potluck. Please bring
two dishes to share and come dressed up for a prize! There will be a contest for the best St.
Patrick’s themed dish, too! Come out and enjoy the fun!
New Members Welcomed
On Sunday, February 23rd, the following new members were welcomed: Randy & Linda
Gifford; Jeff & Kelly Thrun, Jacob, Lucas, Joshua; David Setterlund, Abigail & Hailey; Myran
Trask; & Michael Dosen. Please make an extra effort to greet them!
Greeter Training & New Mt. Olive Brochure
On Wednesday, March 4th, 6:00 PM, there will be a short training session for our greeters
and for anyone who may be interested in joining this important ministry. The Board of Public
Relations has some tips on interacting with our guests. The Board of Evangelism has a new
Mt. Olive brochure that you will need to actually open & share with them.
April Newsletter Deadline – March 20th
Your next deadline for submitting articles for the April 2020 issue of the
Olive Leaves is March 20th. Remember to mail them to Sue Strouse at
slstrouse@gmail.com.
VBS Time!!!! Our VBS theme this year is Concrete and Cranes – Building on the Love
of Jesus. VBS will begin on Monday, June 22nd and end on Friday, June 26th, 2020. If you
are interested in helping, please see any of the Board of Education members. Please think
and pray about helping because we use our different gifts and abilities, to work together to
reach, inspire, and build a foundation for our Lord in each child (and in us)!!
Ladies’ Bible Study
The ladies’ monthly Bible Study will be on Tuesday, March 17th at 6:30 PM. The
class will be studying Ruth, “How to see God in the Dailiness of Life,” from the book, A
Woman God Can Use. All ladies, including teens, are welcome to attend. Come join
in the study and Christian fellowship.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The next Men’s prayer breakfast will be Saturday, March 21st. Come and bring
your sons and neighbors for a hearty breakfast, devotion from Pr. Walt, and
prayer.
Sharing God’s Love: Ongoing Donations
Ongoing needs include cold weather items: All sizes of comforters & blankets, king & queen
sheets, tea, coffee, canned soup, canned fruit, chili, grits, oatmeal, all sizes of children’s
winter clothing, and always, JELLY! Other needed items are shampoo, toilet paper, paper
towels, deodorant, laundry detergent, dish detergent, and diapers (size 5 and up). Please
bring your items to the grocery cart at church or drop them off at SGL Monday-Saturday, 9
AM – 12 Noon. Thank you for helping!
Circle of Friends
Katie Tyczynski, a certified special education teacher, is leading our Circle of Friends
class. Our faithful volunteers continue to assist. If you know of families who have
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special needs children, please invite them to Mt. Olive. The Circle of Friends meets during
Sunday School and the 10:30 AM worship service.
Preschool Snacks
Remember to pick up a list of preschool snacks located on the black stand in the narthex.
You may leave your snacks on the workroom counter. Thank you for your ongoing support.
Nursery Reminder
Mt. Olive has a nursery that is located downstairs, just behind the sanctuary.
Parents are welcome to stay with their children during any worship service. There is
a speaker so you will be able to hear the worship service. If you know of anyone
who loves small children and is interested in a part-time job on Sunday mornings from 9:00
AM – 11:30 AM, please contact the church.
Secure E Giving
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and Preschool both offer secure electronic giving alternatives. You
may set up your accounts from the website links on the home page or scan the QR codes in
the Olive Seeds bulletin insert. Both recurring and one-time gift options are available via
credit cards or bank draft. If you need help setting up your account or making changes to
your existing account, please contact Aresa Boykin, who will be glad to help. Your
information will be kept confidential.

Kid’s Korner
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A Lenten History Lesson
from The NEW SLETTER Newsletter, March 2020
Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of the Lenten season occurs during March. In
fact, the word Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon words lenctentid (meaning “March”) and
lencten (meaning “spring”).
The first reference to Lent dates back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 canons decreed at the
Council of Nicaea. By the eighth century, Christians started observing Lent, and a 10thcentury monk named Aelfric connected the use of ashes and “the Lenten fast” to the preEaster period.
Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when he was tempted by the
devil. The six Sundays that occur between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday aren’t counted
as part of Lent; instead, as the traditional day of worship, they’re considered “mini-Easters.”
During Lent, God’s baptized people cleanse their hearts through practicing the disciplines of
repentance, fasting, and almsgiving. Here are 40 ideas for Lent that your family can try. Feel
free to substitute similar activities that may work better for you.
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