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From Pastor Walt: Moving is Hard!
Pastor Walter Harper
walt.harper@mtolivesc.org

As I write this, Renee and I are in a hotel in Irmo, and most of our possessions are
on a truck somewhere between CT and SC. We got here on a Wednesday; our
“stuff” will get here the following Monday.
You know what moving is like. Everything you own goes into boxes, some of it arrives broken, all
of it arrives after you’ve slept on the floor for a few days.
Moving is hard. A little known fact: one time Katie Luther said that she wanted to move,
and Martin responded with what is called “The second ‘Here I stand’ speech.”
Before leaving Immanuel in Danbury, CT several leaders met with me for an exit interview. If you
have ever been to any “Leadership Retreats,” then you know the questions: What are our
strengths? What are our growth areas? How can we improve?
They asked one question I hadn’t anticipated. “What words would you leave for your successor?”
Being caught off guard, I thought about it. Three things came to mind:
1)
2)
3)

Love your people.
Enjoy your work.
Don’t neglect your family.

“Love your people,” because Christ did. One speedily says: He has loved His people more than
any human pastor ever will. But the people loved by the Savior certainly ought to be loved by the
under-shepherd. Quite often they’re really love-able. Sometimes not. Love them anyway. (Truth in
advertising: sometimes the pastor isn’t love-able either.)
“Enjoy your work,” because it’s a privilege and a joy to be a pastor. The pastor will hold the
newborn infant, hold the hand of a saint in their last hours, and everything in between. (BTW. I
love weddings. Know someone getting married? Give me a call.) When you’re called “pastor,”
people invite you into the details of their lives. The pastor should get a real charge out of that.
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“Don’t neglect your family,” because there is always something else that could be done. The
pastor loves what he does. He has also vowed love and faithfulness to a woman who is literally a
gift from God. The people of God were called to be faithful spouses, parents, and grandparents.
The pastor who models that serves the people well.
So that is what I would say to my successor at Immanuel.
Then it struck me: Wait a minute; I’m starting a new ministry at Mt. Olive. How ought I to go about
it? Perhaps the question my leaders asked me created a message for myself.
I am convinced, Renee and I both are convinced, that God Himself has called us to Mt. Olive.
We’re very excited to serve among you.
But how to serve? Love your people. Enjoy your work. Don’t neglect your family.

November Prayers
Natalie Osborne-Smith & Aresa Boykin

“There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope
that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all.”
Ephesians 4:4-6
Give Thanks for Pastor Walter Harper as he enters the next chapter in his life of service to Our
Lord. Ask for the Lord’s blessings for his family as they settle into their home in Irmo.
Pray for Pr. Walt, the Mt. Olive staff, lay leaders, church council, and boards that the Holy Spirit
fills with wisdom and discernment as they begin a new phase of ministry together.
Give Thanks for Pastor Voges who faithfully served our congregation during our interim period
and ask for the Lord’s continued blessings upon him and his family as he seeks to be obedient to
God’s call.
Pray for God’s guidance for the people of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Danbury, CT as they
enter the call process.
We entrust these prayers to each board and group. Please pray them at your
meetings. We challenge every person to keep these prayers in a prominent place
and pray them daily.

Board of Christian Education
Jessica Dennis, Sunday School

The Sunday School has lots of fun, colorful things going on right now! The Sunday School rooms
have been getting a face lift with bright paint colors and we have added some new art! The kids
are enjoying their new spaces! We would love for everyone to come visit and see the updates!
Mrs. Karen Meetze has been singing with the children during our opening. They will be singing a
Christmas song on Sunday, December 15th, during the late service! We would love to see new
faces for Sunday School so that all of our Mt. Olive children could be a part of our
Christmas performance! We are starting new lessons, in preparation for Christmas, on
The Foretelling of John and Jesus, their births and beyond. Come join us!
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Board of Public Relations:
Ladies’ Bible Study: A Woman God Can Use
Aresa Boykin, Chairperson

One of the jobs of the Board of Public Relations is helping other boards promote their activities.
In November, we are promoting our Ladies’ Bible Study that meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at 6:00 PM. What better way to build community and fellowship with your
“Sunday friends” than to come together once a month to study God’s Word! We are
hoping to have ladies of all ages from teens to young adults to moms and to grandmas! We will
be using the book, A Woman God Can Use: Old Testament Women , by Alice Mathews.
Here is the overview from Barnes & Noble’s website: “Since the beginning of time women have
faced challenges in making wise decisions and balancing priorities in life. A Woman God Can
Use examines the lives of several women from the Old Testament—their struggles, their choices,
and their relationships with God. Issues such as marriage, leadership, and suffering are
addressed as each woman's story unfolds. Even in the culture of today's society, women face
these same issues. The study emphasizes the development of faith and courage as the driving
force to help readers make choices in life that allow them to be used for God's glory.”
The group will be beginning its study on November 19th with Eve from the book of Genesis,
chapters 1-3. As you read about Eve in God’s Word, think about her infamous decision and it’s
impact on her life and on ours. Also think about major decisions you have made and their impact,
whether great or small.
If you would like to get your book before November 19th so you can read up on Eve, please see
Natalie Crosland, Karen Meetze, Kathie Bost, or me. Books are $5.

Join us for a Sunday Morning Bible Class!
November 2019 Sunday School & Bible Classes – 9:15 AM
Infants – age 2

Nursery

Circle of Friends

Downstairs
Classroom
Upstairs
Classrooms
Wagner House

PK3 – 4th Grade
th

5 Grade & Older
and their parents
Middle Schoolers
High Schoolers
Adults

Adults
Adults

Wagner House

Parents may stay with their infants & toddlers in the nursery, as we are in
between caregivers. Please listen to the worship service through the speaker.
Katie Tyczynski &
Bringing Jesus to Special Needs Children
Faithful Group of Volunteers
Pat LaGrange, Laura Laprise,
Bible Heroes from the Old Testament
Kaley Laprise, Jessica Dennis
Pr. Walt Harper
A multi-year study of The Bible & Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism for Confirmation
Rick Baden
A variety of lessons from the Bible

Wagner House

Noah Laney, Facilitator

The Letters of the Apostle Paul to Pastors &
Churches
Downstairs
Sandy Osborne
The Book of Jonah - How does Jonah’s
Classroom
experience point us to Christ? What does God
tell us about His mercy & sovereignty?
Fellowship Hall
Barry Bost
A Longer Look at the Lessons – A study of the
weekly lectionary scriptures
Choir Room
Eddie Magic
Lutheranism 101 – The basic tenets of being
Lutheran
Downstairs Classrooms are accessible by stairs and elevator.
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From our President
Jim Crosland, Congregational President

There are so many great things happening now at Mt. Olive, which is very exciting!
Pastor Walt and Renee are finally here and ready to start the Lord’s work. We are so
grateful and extremely blessed to have them. We do have one thing that is a constant
– we never slow down! All the boards and council members are very busy with
budgets, events, and the holidays that are approaching quickly. Please give a huge
thank you to your board members, church employees, and council members. They are the ones
behind the scenes that are making sure the wheels are greased and the windshield is clear.
Thank you to all of them.
Phone Calls, E-Mails, and Regular Mail
Now that the holidays are approaching, the scammers are on the move. I think
everyone has been hit with the IRS for back taxes, DEA for obtaining medication
through the mail, those annoying car warranty calls, and relatives in jail in foreign
countries. Please be on guard about giving anyone your information. Hang up and talk
to your trusted friends and family members!
Secondly, please, never put outgoing mail containing checks, account numbers, or
credit card information in your mailbox! Criminals can easily steal your mail, your account
numbers, your money, or change your address reeking havoc for you and your bank account!
Thirdly, watch what you open in your email. If you don’t recognize the sender, do not open it and
just delete it. I know I don’t have any long-lost relatives who want to give me any money!
If you’re unsure about any of these items, please call me 803-422-8913. God Bless and be safe.

Board of Evangelism:
One Day at a Time
Richard Shealy, Chairperson

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10
What does your tomorrow look like? We all have job or home responsibilities that require a certain
amount of time to take care of life’s issues. We can plan what we think we need to accomplish on
any given day. But how often do we stop and consider what God may have planned for us?
More specifically, have we considered the possibilities of opportunities to do the Lord’s work? We
can plan time for church activities such as services, meetings, and social events. But what about
impromptu situations where we are presented with an opportunity to witness to an unchurched
person or someone who doesn’t believe in the Triune God? We should use that opportunity to
listen and talk with that person about God. We should consider the possibility that our heavenly
Father has planned that encounter for our day.
So how do we prepare? We start by being in the Word through church worship, Sunday
School, prayer, and personal time reading and studying the Bible. Having a good
understanding of God’s Word gives us the courage to witness confidently.
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Board of Parish Fellowship
Marlene Nes’bit & Kathie Voyles, Co-Chairpersons

The appreciation event for Pastor Voges was very well attended and many people were able to
get their flu shots in the midst of the celebration. So many of us were touched by his wisdom and
loving care during our transitional period. Thank you to the Stuck family and Jan McCarthy for the
additional food they provided. Barbara Chesley and Jan also assisted in the kitchen.
We will begin accepting individually wrapped, non-perishable items to fill the Christmas
baskets on November 17th. Suggestions: peanut butter crackers, oatmeal and cocoa
packets, fruit cups, sugar free candies (no chocolate, please), Little Debbie cakes, etc.
Help us remember our members who have difficulty being with us for weekly services.
The Advent lunches will be held on December 4th, 11th, and 18th. If you or your group would like
to help with a meal, please let us know. Fellowship helps with set-up, serving, and clean up.

Stephen Ministry
Bill Boykin, Stephen Leader

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8
The Stephen Ministry team has recently completed the study of a book, Pastoral Care under the
Cross: God in the Midst of Suffering by Richard C. Ever, retired, from Concordia University
Wisconsin. The book took an in-depth look at caring for people who are in the midst of usual life
crises, such as the elderly; those who are mourning, suffering, or near death; and those who are
recovering from natural disasters. It also looked at how we as care givers depend on the theology
of the cross of Jesus to convey God’s way of caring for us.
The theology of the cross reminds us that through our weakness and suffering, God comes to us
most clearly reminding us of the eternal hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection brought to all
who believe. In contrast, we looked at the shallow values of our culture that avoid the truth about
humanity before God in times of crisis and in death and how they only bring despair and worries.
Thankfully, we have found through the book study that our Stephen Ministry training lines up well
with Rev. Ever’s vast experiences in caring: relying on Christ, using Bible passages, listening,
reflecting feelings, praying, and focusing on our care receivers. In addition, Stephen Ministry
training provides us with role-playing activities where we can practice our skills with each other.
If you are going through one of life’s usual crises or are overwhelmed by your circumstances, and
would like to talk with one of our Stephen Ministers, please contact one of our leaders: Bill or
Aresa Boykin, Dianne BouFawaz, or Charlie Sandt. Remember that everything you talk about
with a Stephen Minister is confidential.
“STEPHEN MINISTRY IS CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE THROUGH PEOPLE.”
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Board of Stewardship
John Meyerhoff, Chairperson

Can you believe Thanksgiving is just a few weeks away and Christmas is next month? My mom
used to tell me the years go by faster the older you get. Boy was she right! Around the holidays
she would also remind us it was better to give than receive. I heard the words but didn’t truly
appreciate them until I became an adult.
I didn’t know at the time my mom was actually quoting the Bible when she talked to us about
giving. In Acts 20:35, St. Paul states “In all things I have shown you that by working
hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than receive.’”
As God’s earthly stewards, the upcoming holiday season with all of its blessings is a great time
for us to review our giving (Time, Talents and Treasures). How are we giving? How much are we
giving? Are we giving consistently? Are we giving to the right causes? Are we more interested in
accumulating or sharing? When giving, do we truly trust God to take care of us?
As you review your giving, take the time to read the Bible, especially verses related to
stewardship. The verses will help you answer these questions according to God’s will. To see
what God has commanded and find the faith to trust what He has promised, a few verses are:

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God’s grace in its various forms.” I Peter 4:10
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and however
sows generously will also reap generously.” 2 Corinthians 9:6
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.”
Malachi 3:10
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to remember that everything I have is a gift from
You. Help me to study Your word and to faithfully give of my time, talents and
treasures according to Your command. I ask this in Jesus name. Amen.
+ + + + + + +
Pastoral Acts
Holy Baptism
Charlie Ann Adkins
September 29, 2019
Holy Matrimony
Joshua Ranta & Emily Kibler
October 26, 2019
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Board of Social Ministry
Charlene Meetze, Chairperson

Recognize this from last month’s newsletter: “To the loved, a word of affection is a morsel; but to
the love-starved, a word of affection can be a feast.” ― Max Lucado. The above message could
easily be “to the lonely, hungry, desperate a word of affection or a kind action can be a feast.”
These words are inspiring us to ramp up our ideas for our goals and your Social Board
team invites you to join us in these projects!
First, A USO Collection is being conducted through November 10 th to provide our members an
opportunity to contribute toward special treats for the soldiers who are traveling through the CAE
Airport to their assignments. Please add a few of these items to your shopping list for this
collection: prepackaged food items, such as peanuts, crackers, chewing gum, slim
jims, dried fruit snacks; single serving tea, juice, water; and travel-sized toiletries
for both men and women.
On Sunday, November 10 th , we will honor our country and especially our Mt. Olive
veterans. This day will be a time of thanksgiving for those who have served our
country so that we can live in freedom and worship openly.
Looking ahead to something new in December during Advent: A Special Advent
Celebration that will involve providing one item a day for delivery to Sharing God’s Love.
The shopping list will be in the December Newsletter, upcoming bulletins, and in the
Narthex. You will be able to bring your items weekly on Sundays or Wednesdays when
you come to worship.
Just wait until you see the plans for 2020 – celebrations, praise and a lot of special fun!
+ + + + + + +
Musical Notes
Karen Meetze, Choir Director

"Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs ."
Psalm 100:1 - 2
It's crazy to think that it is already November! Choir time has really flown by and we have been
busy, and we are about to get busier!! Christmas is around the corner and it is one of the most
special times of year as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. And the wealth of music that has
been composed for this season is just extraordinary and truly inspirational. Why don't you
consider singing with the choir this Christmas season? You will be inspired, uplifted, and
reminded that God is with us always. And you have the opportunity to tell others the Good News
that "There is a Savior!"
The rehearsal time for the handbell choir is every other Sunday at 4:45 PM and the adult choir,
every Sunday at 6:00 PM. We will be practicing Christmas anthems starting this month. Please
call me at 240-8710 if you would like more information.
We always need more singers and ringers, so I hope that you will feel led to use your musical
talents in our ministry that adds to our JOYFUL worship!!
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Preschool News
Anna Brent, Preschool Director
803-781-7180 – preschool@mtolivesc.org
Web: mtolivesc.org/preschool – Facebook.com/mountolivepreschool

Greetings from the preschool! The two-year-olds have been learning about creations and are
creating an art project to go along with their learning. They are also enjoying their new 3-day
schedule! The three-year-olds and four-year-olds have been busy learning about letters A through
E, including Apples, Bubbles and Bears, Cats and Dinosaurs- just to name a few! The children
have also really enjoyed making personal connections in the change from summer to fall!
Your generosity and unwavering support of the preschool is a huge blessing as we strive to fulfill
our mission to “Grow in faith and love by spreading the Word of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
by providing a Christ-centered experience for young children.” As we enter this season of
thanksgiving, I would ask you to please prayerfully consider supporting the preschool financially.
Beginning on November 10th, you will see a Tree of Thanksgiving displayed in the Narthex. It will
have the pictures, names and handprints of all of the preschool children. If you are willing and
able to help, please place your donation in the offering plate or in the decorated basket on the
table in the Narthex. This will be displayed until Sunday, December 1st.
Lots of playing and learning makes for hungry children and we are so thankful
to have donations pouring in from the congregation to provide daily snacks. If
you are willing to bring fresh fruit or vegetable items, please place them in the basket labeled
“Preschool” in the Fellowship Hall refrigerator. Thank you for all of the snack donations!

Thoughts, Prayers, Calls, & Cards
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”
Hebrews 10:24
Please remember our homebound during the Thanksgiving season. Make a special effort to
pray for, send cards, phone, and visit them. Cards are so very meaningful because they can
be saved and read over and over. You may include others who are on the weekly prayer
page in the bulletin. Don’t forget about family members and care givers, too. Contact
information is in the church directory.
Phil Carter
Cleta Dunaway

Virginia Gable
Betty Hunter

Bonnie Jones
Mike McGriff

Anita Meetze
Gladys Meetze

Al Rush
Shirlean Sons
Mary Schott

Special Dates in November
Nov. 1 – All Saints’ Day

Nov. 3 – Daylight Savings Time Ends

Nov. 11 – Veterans Day

Nov. 24 – Christ the King Sunday

Nov. 27 – Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Nov. 28 – Thanksgiving Day
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November 2019 Anniversaries
11/2
11/3
11/9
11/11

John & Neva Meyerhoff
Mike & Billie Whitaker
Bruce & Darlene Schenemann
Bruce & Paula Helming

11/27 Thom & Sharon Funderburk
11/28 Mike & Sue Knowles
11/29 Christopher & Kara Meetze

November 2019 Birthdays
11/1
11/1
11/2
11/3
11/3
11/4
11/7
11/7
11/7
11/9
11/10

Phyllis Griesch
Bill Vogel
Chris Bauer
Connie Cook
Gladys Meetze
Sharon Funderburk
Christian Baden
Al Jabs
Linda Schmidt
Joshua Witt
Hollis West

11/12
11/12
11/13
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/19

Madelyn Brown
Anita Meetze
Miranda Cook
Wendy Barrett
Will Gepfert
Pam Dalton
Kathie Voyles
Calma Cook
Emily Kibler Ranta
Mike Knowles
Paula Meetze
Thomas Meetze

11/19
11/20
11/20
11/23
11/23
11/24
11/24
11/27
11/28
11/29
11/30

Marguerite Schmitzer

David Meetze
Henry Weed
Luanne Curry
Sebastian Folks
Kaley Laprise
Cyndi Nelson
Kathryn Meetze
Ethan Godwin
Shirlean Sons
Jeffrey Griesch

Announcements & Opportunities
December-January Newsletter Deadline – Monday, November 18th
The deadline for submitting articles for the combined December 2019 –January 2020 issue of the Olive Leaves is Sunday,
November 17th. The due date is earlier because of the Thanksgiving holidays! Remember that you can send your articles early.
Please email your announcements and articles to aresaboykin@sc.rr.com.

“Jonah, the Reluctant Prophet”
The account of Jonah is so much more than an exciting story about a prophet being swallowed by a whale! What does God tell
us about His mercy and sovereignty in this beautifully written book of the Old Testament? How does Jonah’s experience point
us to Christ? Please join The Downstairs Adult Bible Class for the study, “Jonah, the Reluctant Prophet” beginning Nov. 3rd.

Ladies’ Bible Study
The ladies’ monthly Bible Study will be on Tuesday, November 19th at 6:00 PM. All ladies, including teens, are welcome to join.
If you would like to get your book before November 19th so you can read up on Eve in chapter one, please see Natalie Crosland,
Karen Meetze, Kathie Bost, or Aresa Boykin. Books are $5, but you can wait to pay at the Bible Study. If you don’t drive at
night and would like to participate, please call one of us and we will come get you. Also, for those who might be coming
from a distance, the group is flexible and would be willing to change to 6:30 or 7:00 PM to accommodate the most ladies.

Church History Memories
The Public Relations Board is planning an update for our Church History story. We want to complete the history through
2019. In addition, we want to collect anecdotal memories that you wish to share. For example, is there one special interaction
or event that played a role in your decision to become a member of Mt. Olive? Do you have some interesting information
about the church that many people may not know? We would like to interview members that would be willing to share their
special memories of Mt. Olive. If you would agree to an interview, please call or e-mail one of these board members.
Sandy Osborne 803-772-9276 fandsosborne@gmail.com
Sue Strouse 832-434-4631 slstrouse@gmail.com

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Mark your calendars for a special Thanksgiving Eve Service of the Word on November 27th at 7:00 PM.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The next Men’s prayer breakfast will be Saturday, November 16th. Come and bring your sons and neighbors for
a hearty breakfast, devotion, and prayer.
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A Successful Flu Shot Clinic
Thank you so much to our own Nadia BouFawaz and her Publix crew for hosting our Flu Shot Clinic on October 20th. They were
able to give 61 injections, a Mt. Olive record! What a blessing to have this necessary clinic come to us every fall!

Sharing God’s Love: Ongoing Donations
Ongoing pantry needs including: canned peas & carrots, canned fruit, canned soups, mac ‘n cheese, toothpaste, shampoo,
deodorant, toilet paper, bars of soap, laundry detergent, and dish detergent. Please bring your items to the grocery cart at
church or drop them off at SGL Monday-Saturday, 9 AM – 12 Noon. Thank you for helping!

Circle of Friends
Katie Tyczynski, a certified special education teacher, is leading our Circle of Friends class. Our faithful volunteers
continue to assist. If you know of families who have special needs children, please invite them to Mt. Olive. The Circle
of Friends meets during Sunday School and the 10:30 AM worship service.

Nursery Reminder
Mt. Olive has a nursery that is located downstairs, just behind the sanctuary. Parents are welcome to stay with
their children during any worship service. There is a speaker so you will be able to hear the service. If you know of
anyone who loves small children and is interested in a part-time job on Sunday mornings from 9:00 AM – 11:30
AM, please contact the church.

Secure E Giving
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and Preschool both offer secure electronic giving alternatives. You may set up your accounts from
the website links on the home page or scan the QR codes in the Olive Seeds bulletin insert. Both recurring and one-time gift
options are available via credit cards or bank draft. If you need help setting up your account or making changes to your existing
account, please contact Aresa Boykin, who will be glad to help. Your information will be kept confidential.

Kid’s Korner
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