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It is a great day in South Carolina, isn’t it, my friends?  It’s especially so when we remember that the 

Carolina Panthers are headed to Super Bowl 50 next Sunday to compete against the 
Denver Broncos.  The game will take place in beautiful Santa Clara, California in the new “Levi’s 
Stadium” there, just opened in 2014.  It is the home of the San Francisco Forty-Niners.  
Environmentalists tell us that it is the “greenest” football stadium in the USA today. And 
computer experts tell us that it is also the most technologically advanced; having the capacity to 
seat over 68,000 football fans at one time! 

 
Well having said this, let’s also remember that there are always some unique aspects 

associated with the Super Bowl each year; one of which is the vast number of people who 
turn on their television sets to watch the game each year. In 2015 there were some 114 million viewers, 
although many of them were not really football fans at all.  They tuned in primarily to see 
the commercials that they assessed as being downright entertaining.  With all the vast sums of money 
being spent on these commercials, the producers can certainly come up with some real “doozies” for 
sure!  

 
But there are some other aspects of the Super Bowl that are not all that unique, but set it right 

down there on the same level with every other game that has ever been played in the 
history of the NFL.  And one of these is the public’s great tendency to ascribe the vast 
majority of the glory and attention to just of a few of the team’s key players, those 
sometimes labeled  as the “highly-skilled” players like the quarterback, the running 
backs and the star-wide receiver.   

 
Unfortunately, there are those other rather unheralded, big and burly men, out there on 

the field, giving the game their all---like the interior guards, who take a great deal of 
personal pounding by doing the tough jobs of the blocking and the tackling in the game 
who always seem to fly far below the radar of public attention and glory at all! 

 
Brothers and sisters, spiritually speaking, something just like this was also taking place in the 

troubled Corinthian congregation that St. Paul is addressing in our epistle lesson today!  
There were those members who possessed some very powerful, spiritual gifts; like the gifts of 
knowledge, wisdom, prophecy  and the gift of speaking in tongues , who saw 
themselves as being “superior” to all the other members of their congregation whom they deemed, somehow, as 
possessing the far lesser gifts than they had; thereby making them far inferior to themselves.  

               
I. The Primacy or Preeminence of Love 

That’s why in verses 1-3, St. Paul speaks to us here initially about the PRIMACY OF LOVE or the 
PREEMINENSE OF LOVE!  You have, no doubt, heard these words many times before throughout your lifetime, 
haven’t you?  “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I 
am nothing! 

 
Whatever else it is that you and I may have going for us, without the gift of God’s love becoming the 

controlling center of our lives, all of those other positive attributes, those spiritual gifts and talents, 
if you please, could very well end up eventually never amounting to nothing more in this life 
than a hill of beans. 



You may be highly intelligent. You may be blessed with physical beauty.  You may know 
how to charm a cobra while playing the flute so that it rises up out of its straw basket very gracefully without 
striking you, but without love, your life may only amount to a very small fraction of the kind of 
positive influence that God intended your life to be and become on the lives of others all 
around you! 

 
And here St. Paul is not talking to us simply about possessing just any old type of love, but about 

possessing the same kind of love that ultimately moved Jesus Christ to make his way to the cross; 
where he shed his holy, innocent blood for us there and for all people, to redeem us from our 
sins and to reconcile us completely to his Heavenly Father, thereby also filling us with the gift 
of eternal life! 

 
 II. The Practicality or the Practical Nature of Love 

 
Then secondly, in verses 4-7, St. Paul goes on to speak to us about the practicality or the 

practical nature of love. Here Paul gives to us a solid description of what love is and of 
what love is not! 
   Let’s never forget that love is actually an “abstract” noun; meaning that it does not come 
to us initially as a physical commodity.  You can’t purchase love from the corner bakery 
downtown, the way you can purchase some of your favorite pastries.  You can’t acquire love for yourself by 
having it wrapped up in some shiny white paper, like your favorite cold cuts at the deli and weighed for 
you upon a scale.  You can’t smear love on a glass slide in a laboratory and examine it the 
way you can look very closely at a few drops of pond water under your microscope.  
 

You can only see it being present in someone else’s life, just as they hopefully will see it 
present in your life, by the way that you and I seek to live out our lives in our relationships 

with one another!    Paul says: “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast. It is not arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way.  It is not irritable or resentful. It does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things and endures all things!”   

 
Friends, no matter what other spiritual gifts a born-again believer might have 

going for themselves in this life, any them may eventually prove themselves to 
become completely empty and absolutely worthless to us in this life --- without God’s 
love also being present as the controlling center for us also in our lives!  
 

III. The Permanency or the Eternal Quality of True Love. 
 
Finally, Paul argues for the eternal quality of love. The rest of the gifts are temporal in their 

necessity and usefulness, but this “love never ends." It is one of a very few things that 
abides, and it is the greatest of them.  “Faith, hope and love abide, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love!”   

 
We need faith now to bring us into a right relationship with God, but we will no 

longer need faith when we see him face to face in eternity.  We need hope now to make of us more 
than conquerors through Jesus Christ and give us the kind of staying power we will 
always need to keep trusting in the Lord and moving forward in the face of all adversity and 
despair. But we will no longer need HOPE when we eventually do come to that place where the Lamb 
of God sits upon the throne, having wiped away ever tear from every eye and where 
the former things have all passed away too; where there is no sickness or death—
anymore!   

 



But we will always enjoy living forever in that sacred realm where absolutely 
everything is constantly being celebrated and motivated by God’s own love! 
               

Here Paul writes in verses 8: “Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as 
for knowledge, it will pass away!”   --  Friends, I love the way that St. Paul begins this first letter of his here to the 
Corinthians.  He writes: “To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with 
all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ!” 

Paul is reminding them and us that we have all been called upon by God to become 
“saints,” meaning his “holy ones,” if you please; his people set apart to fully glorify him 
with our lives!  And yet, whether we know it or not, we can all end up DAILY, 
OFFERING UP OUR OWN STUBBORN RESISTENCE TO GOD’S CALL 
THROUGH OUR VARIOUS MANIFESTATIONS OF LOVE-LESS-NESS IN 
THIS WORLD.   

 
What a different posture St. Paul takes in his 2nd Letter to the Corinthians, where he goes 

on to acknowledge that many of the problems he had addressed for this church in this first letter, they have 
now no doubt taken to heart --- SO MUCH SO THAT 2ND CORINTHIANS HAS BECOME 
KNOWN TO US TODAY AS ST. PAUL’S -- “Great Letter of Comfort.”  I am sure that St. Paul was 
including all the members of this Corinthian congregation with himself when he writes in 2 

Corinthians 5:14  these remarkable words: “The love of Christ controls us because we are convinced of this that 
one has died for all, therefore all have died, and the life we now live in the flesh we live by faith in the Son of God who loved us and gave 
himself up for us!” 

 
Brothers and sisters, have you ever stopped to think that because our sinful nature 

continues to cling so closely to us day by day, that we too may end up offering to God our 
own fair share of stubborn resistance to his repeated call for us to 
truly become his people in this world too?  A stubborn resistance to God?  
Isn’t that what we see the young boy Jeremiah offering up initially to God’s call for him to 
become a prophet in the words of our Old Testament lesson today?   What an ominous message it 
must have seemed to young Jeremiah when God calls out to him: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you! Before you were 
born I consecrated you; I appointed you to be a prophet to the nations” (Vv. 4-5).   

 
But Jeremiah was most reluctant to answer God’s call: “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I 

am only a youth” (v. 6)!  In the spirit of Moses at the burning bush, Jeremiah feels totally 
inadequate and unqualified; so inadequate and unqualified that he is even willing to openly 
express his personal hesitation to God.  The Lord, however, is very quick to dismiss 
Jeremiah’s objection!   

 
And here we can see in this single episode something very important about the 

“GRACIOUS STUBBORNNESS OF GOD.” Our gracious God was not driven 
off by Jeremiah’s reluctance; neither is he repelled by Jeremiah’s inadequacies.  Nor 
was he driven off by Moses’ reluctance, or that of Gideon, who replied: “Lord, how can I save 
Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house!”   But the LORD said to him, ‘But I will be with 
you, and you shall face the Midianites as one man!” (v. 16)!    In I Samuel 9:21,  Saul said, “Am I not a 
Benjaminite from the least of the tribes of Israel? And is not 



my clan the humblest of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? 
Why then have you spoken to me in this way?”  

 

 In Luke 5:8, we read of Peter’s initial response to Jesus: “Depart from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 
 
One more thing:  God is always calling upon us to grow up spiritually 

while we are in this world.  None of us can help but grow older chronologically—so long as our 
hearts keep beating and our brainwaves keep functioning and our lungs keep breathing in oxygen 
and breathing out carbon dioxide! But this doesn’t necessarily mean that we are growing more and 
more into the likeness of Jesus Christ each day!        
    

One sign of our growing spiritual maturity however is the ability to keep trusting God 
wholeheartedly to be the Lord and Savior of our lives, even when things don’t seem to be going the 
way we believe they should be going! 

 
John Claypool is an Anglican priest who shares with us a wonderful story from ancient China 

that goes like this:  There was a farmer who owned only one horse. He depended on the horse for 
everything; to pull the plow and to draw his wagon.  One day, however, a rather ferocious bee stung 
his horse, and in its great peril the horse ran away—far away into the mountains! 

   
The farmer searched for him but couldn’t find the horse.  His neighbors said, “We are really 

sorry about your bad misfortune in losing your horse!” But in response to all those well-meant 
words of comfort, the farmer said: “Good news, bad news? Who’s to say?” 

 
 A week later his horse came back, accompanied by 12 wild horses that his runaway horse 

had obviously encountered.  Believe it or not the old farmer was able to corral all these fine 
animals.  When the news of what had happened spread throughout the village, his neighbors came to 
visit him a second time and said, “Congratulations on this bonanza out of the sky!” 

 
To which the old man once again shrugged his shoulders and replied, “Good news, bad news? 

Who is to say?”  
 
The son of the farmer decided to make the most of this good fortune, so he started to break 

the wild horses so that they could be sold and put to work in the fields.  But as he was doing this very 
thing, he got thrown off one of the stallions and broke very badly his left leg in three places. 

 
When the word of the accident again spread throughout the village, all his neighbors came to him 

once more to express their deep personal sorrow over what had taken place!  But once again the 
farmer shrugged his shoulders and replied, “Good news or bad news? Who is to say?” 

 
Two weeks later a war broke out among the people in China in the very province where this farmer 

and his son were living.  The army drafted every able-bodied man to go to war.  But because the 
farmer’s son had been injured, he did not have to go, and it turned out to be the very reason his life 
was spared, for all of the other men who had been drafted into that army died on the battlefield. 

 
From our limited human perspective, St. Paul is reminding us here that there is 

always far more going on in any given situation in our lives than we can fully ever 
see.   

Final judgment on either the tragedy or the value of any event must always be left by 
us in this life to our graciously stubborn God, who promises to work all things together for 
good who love him and are called according to his purpose to glorify him with our lives 
(Romans 8:28). 

 



And isn’t this the theme the Bible presents to us especially so powerfully in the story of the 
Old Testament Patriarch Joseph?  

 
He was sold into slavery, prompted by the jealousy of his brothers!  He was framed by 

Potiphar’s wife because he refused to submit to her sexual advances! He was thrown into prison, but 
eventually because of his gift to interpret the Pharaoh’s dreams, he ended up becoming the 2nd 
highest in command in Egypt, and eventually saves the whole Hebrew people from starvation 
because of an immense famine in the land!   

 
You remember Joseph’s words, don’t you, to his brothers when he broke down and wept 

openly before them: “You meant it for harm, but God meant it for good!” 
 
Who’s really to say how a thing will ultimately turn out, and what effect, through the grace of 

God, even terrible events may eventually have upon our future? 
 
Think about your own life: the job that you lost, or the engagement that was 

broken, the death of a spouse, or even the painful dissolution of your marriage through 
divorce.  Sometimes the journey of your life takes a much different set of turns from what you had 
ever expected, but will walk with you through the shadow of death and continue to bless you! 

 
And I believe this holds true not only for each one of us in our personal lives, but 

also corporately for us in our church life together!  “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. So now faith, 
hope and love abide; these three, but the greatest of these is love!”  Amen 


