
“THE BEST PART ABOUT HEAVEN”  
John 14:2-3, Easter 5-A, Mother’s Day, May 14, 2017 

  
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also” (John 14:1-3)! 
  
 Some of the questions I  have been asked the most often, as a pastor, 
over the years—are questions about heaven.   
 

 One thing that people want to know is whether or not they will 
recognize and be recognized by their family members and friends once 
they arrive there!   They certainly do not doubt that they and their loved 
ones who have died in the faith will  all  ONE DAY be in heaven!  For they 
agree wholeheartedly with St.  Paul who says in II Corinthians 5:8, “To be 
away from the body is to be at home with the Lord!” 
 

 Of course, the Bible answers this question for us unqualifiedly with 
a “YES!”   Not only will we know every one whom we have known in 
this life that are there—and therefore, never again have any problem 
connecting names with faces, but we will also know everyone there!  
People whom we have never even met before—who lived on the other side of 
the globe—even those people who lived a thousand years before us or a 
thousand years after us!   
 

 In I Corinthians 13:12-13,  St .  Paul writes:  “For now we see in a 
mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I have been fully known.  So faith, hope and love abide, 
these three, but the greatest of these is love!” 
  
 WE WILL SEE JESUS 
 The place to begin this discussion,  however, is  not with our 
recognition of each other and the enjoyment we will  experience there 
with one another but with the fact that we then SEE JESUS FACE TO 
FACE AND ENJOY HIM. 
 

 So let’s begin here with a simple matter of priority!  For 
as much as we will want to see a parent who has died, or a husband or 
wife,  or a child,  or an extremely close friend  who has died—we will  
want to see Jesus—much more! 
 

 This is what will make heaven a real home for us! Yes, having our 
loved ones there will  be a part of it ,  but the thing that will  make heaven a 
true home is being with Jesus! 
 

 Some of you may know that one of the greatest American evangelists and 
preachers in the 19th Century was a man named Dwight L. Moody (1837-
1899), who founded a church in  Chicago that is sti l l  very much alive and 
active today that years later,  was renamed after him: The Moody Church!   
Dwight Moody also was highly instrumental  in the founding of a Christian 
college—also sti l l  in existence today known as—the “Moody Bible 
Institute!”   
 



 Years ago, he was preaching on this same Gospel lesson as ours today, on 
a Sunday that wasn’t really MOTHER’S DAY because Mother’s Day didn’t come 
about until  1908.  Nevertheless,  in that sermon he told the story of a l itt le girl 
whose mother had become very sick, and whose neighbor had taken the litt le 
girl  with her into her house to care for her, hopefully, until  her mother would 
totally regain her health and strength! 
 
 Unfortunately, instead of getting better, her mother only grew worse 
and died! Since this young girl was only three years old,  the 
neighbors thought it  was better not to take that l itt le  girl  back to her home until  
after the funeral  was over.   ,  Because her dad had to work fulltime, the 
neighbors decided to wait until  the litt le girl  was older—before they told 
her—that her mother had died!  So after a while they simply brought the 
little girl home.  
 

 At once she went to find her mother. First,  she went into—what was 
called back then the “sitting room” to find her mother.  Not finding her 
there, she then went into what used to be called the “parlor” to find her 
mother but did not find her there. She went from one end of  the house to the 
other,  but she could not f ind her mom! 
 

 At last, she asked her caretaker, “Where is my mom?” When the caretaker 
told the little girl simply that her mother was gone—HOME SUDDENLY LOST ALL 
OF ITS ATTRACTION TO THIS LITTLE GIRL! 
 

 Then Dwight Moody concluded his story by saying: “It is not the jasper 
walls and the pearly gates, or the streets of gold, or the emerald 
fountains that will make heaven the most attractive to us! It will be our 
being there with God; our being there with Jesus—whom we will then see 
face to face! 
 
 To know that we are going to heaven is a wonderful thing!  But more 
wonderful sti l l  is  the fact that we shall see Jesus and shall be able to 
express to him that praise and love he deserves for having left 
heaven to come to earth and to die here for us sinners! SEEING 
JESUS FACE TO FACE WILL BE THE BEST PART OF HEAVEN! 
 
 A  REUNION:  The point at which we began is not whether or not we 
will  see and recognize Jesus but whether or not we will see and recognize 
each other.  Will  we recognize each other? Of course, we will .  What is more, 
there are many indications given to us throughout the Bible that this 
theological tenet is true! 
  
 In the book of Genesis, there is a phrase that is used three times with respect to 
the death of the patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Aaron.  In Genesis 25:8,  we read: 
“Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of 
years. He was buried and he was gathered unto his people!” 
 
 When Isaac  died, we read in Genesis 35:29,  his sons Esau and Jacob buried him 
and that he too, “was gathered unto his people!   
 



 In Genesis 49:33,  we read that when Jacob  had died, he too “was gathered to 
his people.”  And the same thing is said of Jacob’s son, Aaron in Numbers 20:24, 
“When Aaron died he too was gathered unto his people!” 
 
 After the child that had been conceived by David and Bathsheba, you remember 
that that child grew very sick.  During the time of that child’s severe illness, which only 
grew worse day by day, King David prayed for the child and fasted, lying all 
night, the Bible tells us, “upon the earth!”   When the child died, the women 
entrusted with that child’s care were totally fearful of breaking this news to David, but 
when they did so—King David surprised them totally by rising from his place 
of mourning, washing himself, dressing and resuming his duties as a 
leader of the nation .   The servants asked about his change of attitude ,  since they could 
not understand it!  
 
 David explained: “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, 
‘Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live!’ But now that he is 
dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? No! Therefore, I will go to him, but 
he will not return to me” (2 Samuel 12:22-23)!   David here was obviously expecting a 
glad reunion one day with his son in heaven! 
 
 In the New Testament, Peter, James and John who had never met Moses and 
Elijah before, since Moses had lived some 1200 years before them, and Elijah had lived 
some 700 years before them---had certainly never seen a photograph or an artist’s 
conception of them—because nothing like that existed—at that time—but stil l  they 
knew them, they recognized them, for who they were and Peter said so openly to Jesus 
who was at that time magnificently transfigured before them (Luke 9:33)! 
 
 Brothers and sisters, not only we will see Jesus—at long last—face to face in 
heaven! Not only will we know everyone who is there!  But at long last, we too will then 
become in that great hour all that we were meant to be! 
 
 ALL THAT WE WERE MEANT TO BE 
 This truth is conveyed to us also by the Apostle John who writes in his 
first letter:  “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will 
be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (I John 3:2)! 
 
 This means that not only will  we be like Jesus—in that we too—will be given new 
and gloried bodies ,  but that we SHALL BE LIKE HIM, spiritually speaking too. 
   
 As a result, all of the sin, ignorance, anger, hate, weariness, and perversity 
that too often marked our lives and our relationships with one another----will now at 
long last also be eliminated.  In that day we will  have a totally fresh view of each other, 
for we will  see each other, not as we have come to know each other during our time while 
here below, in our sin, but rather as we were meant to be.   
 
 Moreover, the Risen Christ also tells us in Revelation 22:12,  we will  then see 
each other rewarded for our faithful service in this life, for the Bible speaks of 
crowns that will be given to those who were faithful. The Lord himself as said, 
“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according 
to what they have done!” 
 
 Without a doubt, however, the best part of heaven will simply be our being 
together with Jesus!  He is our Risen Savior who still comes among us to calm our 
troubled hearts!   
 
 The words of our Gospel lesson this morning give us a flashback to Jesus’ 
presence with his disciples in that Upper Room of Jerusalem on the night before he died.  What 



a distinct advantage, however, that we have over against those first disciples of Jesus 
who were gathered together with their Lord in that room that first Maundy Thursday! Why?   
Because we are Easter people! We are people who know full well how the events of 
that first Holy Week turned out!  “Jesus is Risen from the dead! 
Alleluia!”  This is a message that would soon become—and is still today—the greatest “LIFE 
CHANGING MESSAGE” in the world!  
 
 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God believe also in me.   
 
 Jesus knows full well—that there are times in each of our lives when our 
hearts are troubled indeed! And not a single one of us is ever totally immune from that 
kind of experience as we make our way through life!  
 
 Left to ourselves, we can worry ourselves silly!  Left to ourselves—the devil 
does his best to convince us that no one else in the history of the whole world has 
ever faced as big of a problem as the one we are up against and facing now! Left to 
ourselves—our troubled hearts—begin to quiver and shake! Left to ourselves the level 
of our anxiety only intensifies.  And here Jesus reminds us once again that the only true 
antidote for fear and doubt is for us to return in faith, once again, to the LORD our 
God. Then Jesus goes on to make some powerful promises to his disciples back then, as well as to you and 
me, still today!    
 
 (1) First, Jesus teaches us, that whatever kind of hardship that you and I may be experiencing in our lives 
right now—it is only temporary! Why?   
 
 (2) Because he secondly promises us that he will come back for us at the appointed hour to live with him in 
his Father’s house forever! 
 

 Jesus was in no way abandoning his disciples as they must have thought that he was 
going to do.  Jesus wanted them to understand that his impending death was part of the 
Father’s plan but not the final act in the story of our salvation! Jesus would return to 
gather his disciples,  but f irst  he will  prepare a place for us!   And where was Jesus going to 
prepare that place for us?  Yes, ultimately he would ascend to his rightful place in 
glory, 40 days after Easter, but before that—the place where Jesus had to go to 
prepare a place for us in heaven was to Calvary’s cross!  Therefore, should we really 
jump over the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on 
that first Good Friday—so quickly—so thoughtlessly—and so haphazardly?   
 
 I love the question that is asked by the Prophet Jeremiah, who was severely persecuted by 
the people of Judah throughout the days of his prophetic ministry among them.  The false prophets 
did everything they could to discount and to discredit the words of Jeremiah’s prophecy among the 
people of his nation.  Once, they even went so far as to make a public spectacle out of 
Jeremiah—placing him in something that was called “the stocks,” not unlike the kind of 
cruel punishment that the Puritans, at times, would inflict on fellow citizens who was guilty of 
some type of crime or offense against the community in New England during the late 17th and early 
18th centuries!  Perhaps Jeremiah had this experience in mind when he asked a very personal 
question in LAMENTATIONS 1:12, “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look and see if there is any sorrow like 
my sorrow, which was brought upon me, which the LORD inflicted on the day of his fierce anger!?!” 
 
 Lenten Hymn: “Do we pass that cross unheeding, breathing no repentant vow?  
                          Though we see you wounded, bleeding, see your thorn encircled brow?  
   Yet your sinless death has brought us life eternal, peace and rest. 
                          Only what your grace has taught us calms the sinner’s great distress! 
  



 We know, brothers and sisters, that these words of the faithful 
prophet Jeremiah were their ultimate fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was stripped of his clothing, whipped mercilessly, scorned and 
crowned with a crown of thorns and nailed to Calvary’s cross!    
  
 Sti l l ,  however, he is preparing a place for us! 
 
 Sti l l  today, among many people, though I understand it  is a practice that 
is fast evaporating, when a guest was coming to their home there was a time 
when many Americans used to do their best to make things as nice and as 
special as they possibly could as they anticipated the arrival of their guests.   
Today, I  understand that this is a social nicety that is now slipping rapidly 
away from many people in our present day culture! 
 
 Back in the day, when a guest was coming to your house for a dinner 
party, you used to “pull out all the stops,”  l ike when the organist 
wants the organ to play every single sound it  has in it—at once! That’s what 
she does—she pulls out all  the stops!   
 
 Back in the day, we southerners used to say as we were anticipating 
special guests to arrive at our home, it  wasn’t all  that long ago that we used 
to say to one another that we were really going to “put on the dog!”  We 
would, of course, clean the house and bring out our best china, and crystal 
glassware.  Whoever was responsible for cooking the meal would then get out 
their best recipes.   
 
 Just imagine Jesus preparing a place for us in the Father’s house. He tells 
us that this is what he is doing—all in the joyful expectation that he will  one 
day bring us there to rejoice with him in his Father’s house—that has room 
enough for everybody—with rooms to spare!  AMEN 


