“PENTECOST—SUMMED UP IN ONE WORD”
Acts 2:1-21, Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 2014
So here we are six months into the New Year! How are we doing at living out our
New Year’s resolutions? Is it possible that some of us may have completely forgotten our New Year’s
resolutions altogether? New Year’s resolutions are not bad things, but the kind of “change” being
advocated in the appointed Scripture lessons on this Pentecost Sunday is a not a self-directed
change, but the kind of change that takes place inside of people through the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon them.

It’s a lovely little story from the book of Numbers in our Old Testament lesson today.
Moses had been feeling overwhelmed, frustrated and angry, to put it mildly, because of all the
responsibility that LORD God had placed upon his shoulders as the only pastor serving the whole
nation/congregation of Israel. Therefore, the LORD God does a very kind thing for Moses.
God tells Moses to gather together 70 of the elders in Israel around the Tent of the
Tabernacle which was that collapsible, moveable Tent that was the highest symbol of God’s presence
among his chosen people on their way to the Promised Land that housed the “Holy of Holies,” the
Ark of the Covenant, a golden lampstand for the showbread and the altar of incense. We can
certainly see that what happened there that day was actually a great foreshadowing; what theologians call a
“type” of the great day of Pentecost yet to come (Acts 2:1-21).
First of all, the LORD God comes down in a cloud and after the LORD God speaks to Moses,
God takes some of the Spirit that was upon Moses and puts it upon all these 70 elders. And as
soon as the Spirit rested upon them—they prophesied, which means that they began to speak forth the Word
of God, even though the writer also tells us that they did not continue to do so forever.
Meanwhile there are two dudes named Eldad and Medad whose names were on Moses’
designated list to be an official part of those 70 elders chosen, who didn’t make it to the worship service
that day, nevertheless the gift of the Holy Spirit fell upon them too and they actually speaking forth the
Word of God at some other places in the camp.
A young man named Joshua, who would eventually become Moses’ successor, gets
completely “bent out of shape” because of what these two gentlemen are doing! He runs to tell
Moses and commands Moses to stop them, yet Moses’ response must have certainly shocked this young man
Joshua! “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were

prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them! And Moses returned to the
camp!”
God wants all of his people, not simply the clergy and other professional church workers to
possess the Holy Spirit, but everyone who calls upon the name of the LORD, everyone who comes to faith in
Jesus Christ his Son through the Gospel to be filled with the Holy Spirit too!

And St. Peter reminds the people present in the streets of Jerusalem that day,
and still reminds us in our day, that this had actually been God’s plan from the very
beginning. Some 800 years before the Day of Pentecost, God had said through the Prophet Joel: “And
in the last days it shall be,’ God declares, ‘that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams; even on my male servants and my female servants in those days will I pour out my Spirit!”

Friends, of course there are things in each of our lives that we might like to change, but how many of
us really look to God and pray for him to change the things in our lives that really need changing?
So often our prayers can degenerate simply into what we are asking God to do for us and for those
whom we love. The Psalmist is Psalm 25 day takes a totally different posture in his prayer life towards
God when he prays: “Make me know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth

and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long. Remember not
the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for the
sake of your goodness, O LORD!” (Vv. 4-6)
Pentecost reminds us that our God is interested in change. He is interested in changing you
and he is interested changing me. Certainly there were many changes that came about in the lives of those
first participates on that first Pentecost Sunday. I want to speak about two of those major
changes took place on that first Pentecost Sunday.

I. Change number one concerns the great empowerment of Jesus’ first disciples.
Before that first Pentecost Sunday, the disciples believed in Jesus as their Savior, but they were still
very confused about all kinds of different things. They still didn’t understand that Jesus’ mission was
something much greater than merely establishing some form of an earthly kingdom right here for
himself on this earth!
We saw that the disciples still very much confused last Sunday on that first Ascension Day. Just
before our Lord Jesus ascended to his rightful place in glory at the Father’s right hand, the disciples asked
him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom of Israel?” (Acts 1:6)
Too bad that these disciples were not present about six weeks earlier to eavesdrop on Pontius
Pilate’s interrogation of our Lord Jesus Christ! On that day, Pilate asked Jesus: “Are you the king of the
Jews?” And Jesus answered Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my
kingdom is not from the world!” (John 18:33-36)

Before that first Pentecost Sunday, Jesus’ disciples were still confused and very
timid! They were not confident about sharing the Gospel with others . How could they be,
if they didn’t fully have a grasp on everything that God was doing in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
either!?!
But then Pentecost came. The disciples were together, when the sound of a blowing
wind came down from heaven. What seemed to be tongues of fire, much like large candle
flames, settled just above their heads! They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to preach the Gospel in their own language, probably Aramaic. Yet, all of the people, who came
there from distant places throughout the Roman Empire; who spoke different languages were able to
hear these “Galileans” as if they were preaching to them in their own native tongues! It was the
momentary reversal of all of the confusion that was first brought upon the human race, by God’s
confusing their communication with different languages; an act of God’s judgment that took place at
the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9).
Everything that was happening was so out of the ordinary, so unlike anything any of these people
had ever experienced before that the people present responded in two different ways: (1) Some of the
people were so mystified by what was taking place that they were left completely speechless, after asking
the question: “What does this mean” (Acts 2:12)? And others drew the false conclusion that
everyone present was “filled with new wine” (Acts 2:13). But this is when the Apostle Peter stood
up and addressed the crowd. He gave a beautiful sermon that God the Holy Spirit inspired him to preach!

II. The second great change that took place on Pentecost is that 3000 people who
were present in Jerusalem that day, not only confessed their sins to God, they also
gladly received the sacrament of Holy Baptism; and in doing so they became Christians!
Originally Pentecost was an Old Testament agricultural festival – God had told the Jews to gather
in Jerusalem 50 days after Passover to celebrate the harvest. Jews from all over the Roman Empire came.
3000 of them who were not Christians, who did not believe in Jesus Christ, were changed that day;
converted by the Holy Spirit—through the powerful sermon Peter preached to all present.
Their whole way of looking at God, at themselves, at the world, at eternal life – everything had
changed. Now these people knew how to get to heaven. Now they knew that they were at peace with God.
Now they knew that Jesus was their Savior.

Pentecost can be summed up in one word, and I believe that word is change.
We see that a great change took place in the lives of Jesus’ first disciples and we can see that a giant
change took place in 3000 other people. Our world today needs change. There are so many people who
do not believe in Jesus Christ, who do not know how to get to heaven. And there are so many Christians
come to us, and to change us.
But so often our problem is that we don’t believe we are in need of any further
changes in our lives, especially perhaps, the older that we grow.
I can be just as guilty as anyone else in saying to myself: “I’m alright the way I am!
What do I need to change about myself or my life?”
The answer, of course is, a lot!
Yes, it’s true, we are Christians, but we still have sinful habits that we don’t want to get rid of.
We still have moments when we are selfish. We still have moments when we completely misunderstand
what God is telling us in the Bible. We still have moments when we fail to share our faith others who
could really profit by hearing our testimony, but we fail to share our faith with them because we are
just too timid! It is true that we are C hristians! It is true that we are destined for

heaven! But not a one of us are a completely finished project so long as we are
living out our lives as sinful people in a sin- filled world! We still need to become more and
more the people that God wants us to be.

How does a person change his soul? He can’t do it by himself! But do you hear that last verse of our
second lesson today, the concluding words to Peter’s magnificent sermon? “But it shall come to pass

that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved!” (Acts 2:21)

You can’t do it by trying to be a better person. That’s like saying that “there is
something wrong with my car, but I’ll try to FIX IT by being a better driver. You need
someone to work on your engine!” And we all need someone to work on our innermost
engines and that is our souls! But our souls are too complicated for us to fix by ourselves. We
need someone to fix them for us and that someone is the Third Person of the Holy Trinity—the Holy
Spirit!
On that first Pentecost Sunday the Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ first disciples in a powerful display of the
loud sound of the wind and what looked like tongues of fire. Today the Holy Spirit comes to people in the
preaching of God’s Word and in the administration of God’s great sacraments in the gift of Holy Baptism and
in our celebrations of Holy Communion. I didn’t write the words, I only can repeat them and share them
with you when St. Peter writes in I Peter 3:21-22: “Baptism now saves you, not as a removal of

dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus C hrist, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him!”
In Romans 10:17 St. Paul writes: “The Word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that

is the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved!”
On the surface, someone standing in a pulpit preaching the Word of God certainly doesn’t look
like anything spectacular! But on the inside of the people who listen to the Word of God being
preached from a pulpit or taught faithfully by any other person who is leading a Bible Study or a Sunday
School Class, something spectacular is happening! There are all sorts of changes that may be taking
place inside of you; some of which you we might be aware and others to which we may be completely
oblivious and unaware. And when we combine the Word with water, we get baptism. What happens
at a baptism? Once again, on the surface, it doesn’t look like anything spectacular. But we know from what
God tells us in his Word that in baptism, the Holy Spirit changes a person, causes a person, even a little
person, to believe in Christ.
St. Paul admitted that what he did by the grace of God is always seen as foolishness in the eyes of
the world! In I Corinthians 1:18, 21-24, “The Word of the cross is folly to those who are

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For since in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom; it pleased God to save
those who believe through the foolishness that we preach. For Jews demand signs
and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach C hrist crucified; a stumbling block to Jews
and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, C hrist the
power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men,
and the weakness of God is stronger than men!”

And what happens when we combine God’s Word with bread and wine, as Jesus did on the
night he was betrayed? Once again, it may not look like anything all that spectacular, in the
eyes of an unbeliever. But Jesus teaches us that we are receiving his true body and blood in
this precious sacrament. but it is. Because as we partake of Christ’s actual body and blood in this
Sacrament, The Holy Spirit is working inside of us to change us. He strengthens our faith and he increases
our love for Christ and our love for other people. The Holy Spirit can even cause us to find great joy in
reading the Bible and in our prayer times spent alone with God. The Holy Spirit can cause us to deeply
treasure those times that we are spending, while worshiping the Triune God in a place just like this
beautiful sanctuary!
But even with the gift of the Holy Spirit, there are still some things that you probably will seldom
hear even devout and faithful Christians say; faithful Christians who genuinely love the Lord Jesus
Christ and call upon his name in obedience to God’s own invitation and command. Here is a list of the
Top Seven Things You Never Hear People Say at Church to Someone Else!
(7) “Hey find another place to sit! It’s my turn to sit on the front pew!”
(6) “Hey, I really would love to teach the Junior High Sunday School class!”
(5) “Hey, I decided to give the church that extra $500 I’ve been giving to my favorite televangelist!”
(4) “Pastor, I was captivated by your sermon that I never even noticed it was 20 minutes longer than usual!”

(3) “Personally, I find witnessing to be much more enjoyable than playing golf!”
(2) “I love it when we sing new hymns in church that we have never sung before!”
(1) “Nothing strengthens my personal commitment to Jesus Christ more effectively than our annual
stewardship campaign.

Do you want to be strengthened in your faith and spiritual walk?
Do you want to be filled with peace with God?
Do you want to understand the Bible better and be less confused about the Bible’s teachings?
Do you want to be able to share your faith more naturally and more confidently with other people?

Do you want to be able to live the way God tells you to live in the Bible?
Do you want your soul to be changed for the better?
This is what the Holy Spirit still does for us! He did that in a miraculous, unusual way on that first
Pentecost. Today, he does it as your spend time being in the Word of God, by the preaching of the Gospel,
by causing you to live in the power of your baptism, and by your receiving the Lord’s Supper! These are
some of the most important ways that God the Holy Spirit changes peoples’ lives, changes you, changes me
and turns you and me more and more into the kind of mature Christians that God wants us to be.
There is one prayer request that Jesus has taught us our Heavenly Father will ever answer for us with
a yes. Jesus says in Luke 11:11-13, “What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead
of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion/ If you then, who are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him.

Why is red the color of the Festival of Pentecost?
There are all several different reasons. Red reminds us, of course, of Jesus’ blood, which he shed
as a payment for our sins. Red also reminds us of what looked like tongues of fire on the disciples’ heads.
Red reminds us of the invisible fire of faith that’s burning inside of us, the gift that the Holy Spirit has
given to us.

If we were to give the Holy Spirit a color, maybe the best color we could assign to him would be red,
the color of fire. For every time we come into contact with God’s Word and Sacrament, the fire of the Holy
Spirit longs to enter our hearts to burn away more and more of our selfishness and confusion. This fire
becomes the fire of faith, a fire which trusts and loves Jesus Christ as Savior.

If you could sum up Pentecost in one word, that one word could be “change.”
May the Holy Spirit continue to work in you, to change you and to fan into flame the fire that is in
each one of you! Amen.

