“LOVE BROUGHT THEM BACK”

Matthew 28:1-10, Easter-A, April 16, 2017
The Sabbath had come and gone (Mark 16:1). It was now Sunday
morning at dawn. It was the first day of the week and—St Matthew tells us—that Mary
Magdalene—and the other “Mary,” that is “Mary the mother of James and
Joses” (27:56, 61), came to the burial place of Jesus to look at the tomb.
Matthew mentions only two women being there that first Easter morning, but
when we read St. Mark’s Gospel and St. Luke’s Gospel it becomes readily
apparent to us that Matthew is abbreviating his account of the
resurrection—somewhat—to focus our attention squarely on the EMPTY
TOMB and the ANGEL’S PROCLAMATION: “Do not be afraid, for I know
that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here! For he has risen as he
said” (Matthew 28:5-6)!
In not sharing with us all of the unnecessary details of that first Easter Sunday, St
Matthew would have been in complete compliance with the directive of Sergeant
Joe Friday—in that old television series back in the 1960’s entitled:
DRAGNET. Sergeant Friday always told people when he was interrogating
them—especially—women: “Stick with the facts, ma’am! Please,
just stick with the facts!”
Mark, however, adds another woman to our growing list of women
disciples who made their way down to “Joseph’s Lovely Garden” at the
crack of dawn that first Easter morning. Mark tells us that “Salome” (16:1) was
also there. And Luke, the beloved physician, adds one more name to our
growing list of women-disciples that morning too! He tells us that Joanna was
also there (Luke 24:10) although I doubt it very seriously that any of these dear
women who were there in the graveyard that first Easter Sunday—were in any way
“bright-eyed and bushy-tailed,” given the set of horrendous circumstances
they had each been forced to experience—with the horrible week that was now
behind them!
Nor is there any discrepancy among the four evangelists as to what
time it was that the women folk actually arrived down there at Jesus’
tomb.
• Matthew tells us it was “at dawn” (Matthew 28:1).
• Mark tells us it was “when the sun had risen” (Mark 16:2).
• Luke tells us: “It was at early dawn” (Luke 24:1).
• John tells us this journey took place “while it was still dark” (John 20:1)
Here the LOGICAL EXPLANATION becomes that it was still dark when these
women, set out on their special mission to finish anointing Jesus’ lifeless

body with oil and spices, since the time that had been allotted for them to do
this had been cut short by the fast approaching Sabbath Day on that first Good
Friday! These women were intent on doing this, hopefully, to prevent the rapid
decomposition of our Lord’s body (Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1).
Mark tells us that it was on their way down to Jesus’ tomb—that these
women all seemed to have had some sort of collective “epiphany!” Suddenly,
this special entourage of Jesus’ women disciples, to use an old expression:
“Must have woken up and smelled the coffee,” because all of a sudden they
simultaneously became greatly worried about that huge stone—that Joseph
of Arimathea had had rolled in front of what many people that day surely believed
would have no doubt been our Lord’s final resting place!

Just when they began to ask one another out loud: “Who will roll

away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb” (Mark 16:3)—they must
have also made a turn in the path on their journey to the cemetery—that
suddenly brought the tomb of Jesus—into their full view—only to see, quite
shockingly, and to discover that that heavy stone had already been removed
(Mark 16:3).
It had been rolled away—not so that Jesus could get out—but so that they
could look into that cave and see that our Lord’s slain body was no longer
there!
What had happened? Matthew, just like Sergeant Joe Friday on that
old television show “Dragnet” -- is the only Gospel writer who actually
solves the mystery for us! He tells us that there had suddenly been a violent
earthquake, because an angel of the Lord had come down from heaven, who
then stepped forward and who having rolled away the stone from the
tomb—sat upon it!
The reason for the earthquake was the descent from heaven of God’s
special messenger, an angel. From the original Greek text it seems that this
angel must have first stepped forward and taken that enormous stone
completely out of its groove! Then he turned it over on its side before he sat down on it!
In many artists’ renditions of our Lord’s resurrection, that heavy slab is lying flat on the ground
and the angel is sitting upon it to symbolize Christ’s triumph!
Concerning the angel, St Matthew tells us that his appearance was like
lightning and his garment was as white as snow! For fear of the angel, the
Roman guards shook and became like death men! This would lead me to
believe that they these soldiers, these supposed “SECURITY GUARDS,” had
become unconscious when they fainted—the same response that some people
alive in the world today would simply classify as their having “passed out.”
The angel’s words to every one of those women there that day—even as these are the
angel’s words to you and me today is: “Don’t be afraid, for I know that you are

looking for Jesus who was crucified!

And in the original Greek text the word “YOU” is in a very emphatic position:
“YOU,” that is yes, “YOU, YES AND I MEAN YOU,” don’t you be afraid. “Don’t
you be like the Roman guards who were here who have now suddenly
either passed out or scattered in every which-way-possible!”
While Luke and John tell us that there were two angels present there
that first Easter morning—Matthew’s Gospel—again omitting any unnecessary
details—speaks of only one angel being there that morning—which leads us to
further believe that while there were two angels there—only one of them spoke the
necessary message to these frightened women. And what was the message: “Don’t be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is
not here, for he has been raised just as he said!” And there is no indication
in our text that the angel was exercising the kind of sarcasm we sinful
human beings may have expected! That angel doesn’t say:
“The Lord is arisen just as he said: again—and again—and again—and again!”
And then the angel gives these brave women disciples four commands; four commands
that the Easter Angel gives to you and me still today: “COME, SEE, GO, and
TELL!”
“COME!” The first of the angel’s imperatives was “come.”
This was an important statement because much might have hindered the women from coming. The
place itself might have hindered them. They were in a graveyard early in the morning. They might have said
to each other, “Let’s go back home; it’s not safe here!” Or “Let’s come back when it is brighter and there
are more people around!
Our God still says “Come and see!” today—but he doesn’t invite us to a tomb that was hewn out of a rock
2000 years ago. He invites us to come to that place wherever the Holy Spirit assembles people
around the Gospel. He invites us to read the Scriptures: St. John wrote, “These things are written
that you too may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you might have life in his
name” (John 20:31)!

“SEE!” The second imperative was: “See!” The angel said, “Come and see the
place where he lay!” What should we see when we look into the tomb?
First, we would see in Christ’s grave the CONDESCENSION OF JESUS CHRIST!
Jesus was not a man for whom death would have ever come naturally! People die eventually because: “The
wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23), but Jesus was born into this world without sin and he never
sinned!
Secondly, we should see the horror of our own sin, for it was our sin that put the
Holy Son of God there! The angel told these women: “Come, see,” and:

“GO!” This was the third of the angel’s imperatives. It is a strong
reminder that however tempting it may be to remain near the tomb to learn its lessons,
there is nevertheless work that remains to be done and we must get with it : “Go make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit…. (Matthew 28:18-20)!
“Tell!” The last of the angel’s imperatives was “tell!” It rightly comes
last, for if we have come to the tomb, have seen that it is empty, and know that Jesus has

been raised from the dead—we then need to obey Jesus by going into the world, and there
we must speak of what we know! We, too, must say to people: “He is not here! He has
risen just as he said!”

Brothers and sisters, as I was preparing to share this message with you
today, I found myself confronted with a question that I have never been
confronted with before, I don’t think! That question is: “What was it that
brought those women back to the tomb of Jesus that first Easter morning?”
You might tell me that it was the solid work ethic with which their godly parents had raised
them—and of their having listened to a father and/or a mother for years who said: “If you are
going to do something, give it your all and do it the best that you can possibly do it! Never do anything
halfway!” They would have liked to have lingered at Jesus’ tomb a while longer that first Good
Friday—but the SABBATH was fast approaching and they had been taught to live in obedience to
the Ten Commandments too!
But I believe there is a much higher motive that brought those women back to
Jesus’ tomb that first Easter morning—even as there is a much higher motive that has
brought the vast majority of you, together with me, back here this morning too!
They were brought back to the tomb of Jesus because of the powerful way that
Jesus had loved them—each one of them—even unto crucifixion! We, too, are
brought back here today because of the powerful way that Jesus has loved us—loved every
one of us—also unto crucifixion!
For a while, it seemed as if their faith had died when Jesus died, and only their love lived
on. And it was love that brought the women back to the tomb, where the miracle of the
resurrection burst upon them and their faith was born again ten thousand times stronger
than it had been before!

What is it that brings us here today? Heaven knows we are not alone! A vast
portion of the civilized world is engaged in a similar exercise today. In hundreds of thousands
of churches around the globe—Jesus’ disciples—and many others with them—are keeping
the Festival of our Paschal Celebration—the Feast Day of our Lord’s resurrection alive
today! It’s love that brings us back here, again, and again, and

again and again!
John writes: “See what love the Father has lavished upon us that we
should be called the children of God—for indeed—this is who we really
are” (I John 3:1)!
I recently came across a study that had been done with children 4 to 8 years old.
Each child was asked to speak about some incidences in their lives when they clearly could
see what true love is—you know—love in action! The answers they got were broader and
deeper than anyone could have imagined. Here are just a few of those answers:

One little girl, named Rebecca, 7 years old, said: “When my
grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails
anymore, so my grandfather does it for her, even though he has arthritis in his hands two.
A young boy, named Johnny, age 5 said: “Love is when you go out to eat and give
somebody most of your French fries without making them give you anything in return!”
Meghan, age 7 said, “When someone loves you they say your name differently!”

Tommy, age 6 said, “During my piano recital, I was on stage and I was scared. I
looked at all the people watching me and then I saw my daddy waving and smiling. He was
the only one doing that. When I saw that I wasn’t scared anymore!
And the final one I’ll share with you is when a four-year old child, whose next
door neighbor was an elderly man—had lost his wife to death. Upon seeing the

man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman’s yard,
climbed onto his lap and just sat there. When his mother asked what he
had said to the neighbor, the little boy replied: “Nothing, I just helped him cry!”

What is it that brought so many of you here to 1541 Lake Murray Boulevard
again today, though I am hoping we have some first-time guests today too! I
believe it is the love that God made evident to the whole world in the life, death and
resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
It’s that same love that will give to you and me a whole new sense of direction in our
lives day by day. It’s you knowing for yourself and me knowing for myself that the words of
St. Paul in our second lesson today are completely true: “If then you have been raised with

Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your
mind on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God! When Christ, who is your life appears, then you also will appear with
him in glory” (Colossians 3:1-4)! Amen

