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Galatians 4:4-7
Christmas Sunday 1, Dec. 28, 2014
I am not sure that it’s necessarily a true story, but it is very much a “true-to-life
story” about a 5 year old boy named Sam. He liked to run and play and get dirty;
especially in mud puddles after a nice rain. Sam had two dimples; one in each cheek that especially
endeared him to people when he smiled! But Sam had not smiled all that much in the past 18 months;
not since his parents died tragically in an automobile accident when he was only 3 and ½ years old.
Since that time he had been living in an orphanage! And while everyone at the orphanage was
especially kind to him and loved him—and he had made some friends with the other boys and girls
who were also residents there, Sam knew that this was not the same thing as living in a real home with
real parents as he had before.
One day, however, when Sam playing a game of dodge ball with his friends at the
orphanage, something was happening down at the County Courthouse that he had no
knowledge of whatsoever; something that could change the course of his whole life forever. A
young couple who had visited the orphanage, who were very much hoping to adopt Sam to be their
own son, was meeting with Judge Johnson to explore that possibility. Many affidavits were submitted
to the court on their behalf. Others were there giving personal testimonies that day. And shortly after
that meeting Judge Johnson ruled that this young couple would become Sam’s new parents. He would
go home and live with them and he was happy about that arrangement.
St. Paul is reminding us that the LORD God Almighty one day made a similar
decision in the ancient annals of history regarding us! It is a decision of which we also had
no foreknowledge whatsoever. It is a decision that we have been celebrating with millions of other
people all around the earth for five days now! This decision was for our God to send his

eternally-begotten Son into our world as one of us, to take on our human
flesh and blood and skin, so that we might have the opportunity to become
adopted by his Heavenly Father as his own sons and daughters too; all of us,
who by nature were separated and alienated from our God because of our sin, and death, and the
power of the evil one!

One of my favorite television programs when I was growing up on Saturday
afternoon black-and-white television was that show entitled: “Dennis the Menace!”
Perhaps some of you can remember that program too! I still remember that one episode where Mrs.
Wilson had baked a big batch of homemade cookies and then invited Dennis and his sidekick Tommy
into her kitchen to enjoy some of those cookies while they were still warm, soft and gooey, and she
provided a tall glass of cold milk to go with those cookies to each one of them!
Tommy said, “Dennis, Mrs. Wilson must think that we are awfully good boys for her to invite
us into her kitchen and share these cookies with us!”

“No Tommy, you have it all wrong!” Dennis said, and then continued. “Mrs.
Wilson is not inviting us into her kitchen to enjoy these cookies because of what’s in
our hearts; it’s because of what’s in hers! It’s not because we’re so good it’s because
she’s so good!”

The message of God in our Epistle lesson today runs along a similar theme. God
has adopted us to be his children not because of our sterling credentials but because of
his own great redeeming and unconditional love!

(1) Many people who read the Bible do not realize that in that Roman
culture of the first century world, Roman citizens sometimes put their
children, whom they loved, up for adoption to be adopted by someone else;
sometimes a relative, because the adoptive parents had a much better
position in society. They were, perhaps, wealthier and better educated. It wasn’t necessarily

because the parents giving their children up for adoption loved money more than they loved their
children.
We know that the great Caesar Augustus, mentioned in the Christmas story
we read here this past Wednesday evening, was not actually the biological son of Julius
Caesar. Caesar Augustus was by birth Julius’s Caesar’s biological nephew, but Caesar Augustus
birth father, Gaius Octavius died when Augustus was only four years old. Augustus mother was
Julia—who allowed her brother Julius to adopted Augustus so that he might one day be heir apparent
to the throne!

Two times the biological father/mother would buy back their son, but
on the third time around the offer would not be repeated.
(2) The Jewish people in Paul’s day, however, had no such practice of
adoption. When they thought about God adopting people, they looked back
to their own ancestors’ exodus experience 12oo years before this. Though they
were descendants of Abraham and were benefactors of a great covenant God made with Abraham
too—God renewed that covenant for his people when he sent Moses to liberate them from 400
years of bondage in slavery to the Egyptians, and in the covenant that he established with
them at Mount Sinai too. And you remember what God reveals to his people at that time; words
that some theologians believe are the Old Testament equivalent to John 3:16. In Deuteronomy
7:7 we read: “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has
chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are
on the face of the dearth. It was not because you were more in number than any other
people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all
peoples; but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to
your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt!” (Deut. 7:6-8)

(3) And thirdly, St. Paul never forgot that his own conversion
experience that took place many years before this on the Road to Damascus
(Acts 9) was much like an act of adoption on God’s part towards him as well!
St. Paul never tired of praising God for the undeserved mercy that God had one day showered
upon him personally, as one who was a former, violent persecutor of the church, but had now not only
become a Christian but was convinced by God the Holy Spirit that God was calling upon Paul to
become a great mission of the Gospel to the Gentile world. In Ephesians 3 we hear Paul say, “Of
this Gospel, I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace,
which was given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for the ages in Christ
who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom
of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places!” (Ephesians 3:7-10)
St. Paul’s first celebration of Christmas took place on the day of his own
conversion, and he never forgot it. For this reason he also wrote to a young pastor named
Timothy one day: “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his utmost patience, making me
an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life.
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only-wise God, to him be
honor and glory forever and ever!” (I Timothy 1:15-17)
Paul is saying to us too: “Don’t think for one moment that you are incapable of
receiving Jesus Christ as your own personal Savior and Lord too, because God’s offer of
grace is not dependent upon our meeting a certain standard of righteousness before him
that is based only on the law, but upon the fact that Christ fulfilled the law of God
perfectly for us on our behalf that we too might receive adoption into God’s new family
called the church.

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent for this Son, born of
a woman, born under the law, to redeem those whose who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba,
Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a son; and if a son, then an
heir through God!” (Galatians 4:4-7)
In our Old Testament lesson this morning, the Prophet Isaiah also sees God’s act of divine
salvation in this very same way. He prophesies: “He has covered me with the robe of
righteousness. I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will
not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness and her
salvation
as
a
burning
torch.
The
nations
shall
see
your
righteousness!” (Isaiah 61, 10-11)
When St. Paul says, “The fullness of time had come,” it is helpful to distinguish
between two different Greek words that both are translated with the one English word “time.” In
Green there is the word “chronos,” from which we get the word “chronological” which means a
specific point in time. But here Paul uses the word “kairos.” Paul means when all the conditions
necessary, were now ripe. This designates a “quality” of time, not just a “quantity” of time. When a
piece of fruit hanging on a tree reaches its zenith of sweetness, firmness and tastiness,
we say that it is ripe. God never rushes things but waits under the time is ripe, as when
he sent his Son. We also much be ready to pick the fruit of God in our own lives when it
is ripe.
Paul argues that through our Savior’s death and resurrection, the followers of
Jesus are no longer slaves to sin, held captive under the law, but have been granted the
gift of being God’s children, we have been gifted with the Spirit of his Son, which is also
the Spirit of the father. The Holy Spirit comes as a familial Spirit and is shared by all who belong to
Christ’s family!

The words of the Gospel lesson this morning comprise some of my very favorite
words about Christmas. Here Luke tells us that in obedience to the Law of Moses, Mary
and Joseph bundled up their six-week-old baby boy and made the trip that day from
Bethlehem to Jerusalem, where they planned to present their firstborn son to the Lord and to make a
sacrifice for Mary’s purification, all at the same time!
We do not know whether they walked or rode to the temple or where they bought
the birds, but we do know that they took advantage of the poverty clause, because
instead of purchasing a lamb which they could in no way afford, they purchased two
turtle doves instead.
Luke does not say that Simeon was old, but that is how most of us no doubt
picture him; perhaps an old man with a long-white flowing beard and dark eyes; eyes
maybe that were even a little bit clouded over by cataracts, who shuffled up to the young
couple, the way that Tim Conway used to shuffle across the floor when he played the part of an old
man on those old Carol Burnett’s shows. And what does he ask this very young mother, remembering
that young mothers of newborn babies are often times every bit as protective of their newborn babies
as a lioness is with respect to her cub! He asks her, “Excuse me, may I hold your baby!”
And what does Mary do after she must have sized this old guy up for at least a few
moments, as she “eyeballs” him and gives him the once over! She untucked her newborn son
who was nestled so closely to her under her breasts and holds him out to Simeon, who takes the Baby
Jesus in his arms and says the most startling thing: “Lord, now let your servant go in
peace, according to your Word; for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel!” (Luke
2:29-32) This was such a beautiful thing to say that the early church turned it into a song, the
Nunc Dimittis; Latin for “Dismiss Us Now!” If we have seen the salvation that God offers to the
whole world in Jesus Christ and to each of us personally, then we are ready to depart this time
whenever God says it is time for our car to pull out of the station!
There are those piercing words too that Simeon speaks to Mary, predicting her
place at the foot of the cross during the final hours of our Lord’s Passion: “And a
sword will pierce through your own soul also, so that thoughts from
many hearts may be revealed!” (Luke 2:35). For all the people in this world who
would come to rejoice in the gift of Mary’s Son, the same number would one day grind their teeth
against him! Then an older lady, a widow, who was constantly at the temple, worshiping,
fasting and praying, also comes up and gets into the act!
So how important is it—to be faithful in one’s church attendance! What would
Simeon had missed out on if he had decided not to go to church that day, but to stay
home? Of what if Mary and Joseph decided to postpone their sacred duties at the
temple, until her sister could come down three months later from Nazareth to
Bethlehem too? Of if Anna got really upset and skipped church that particular Sabbath Day, for the
first time in 60 years, because it seemed that no one ever listened to her prophesies either.

From a human standpoint, God would have had a much harder time
arranging a revelation; that is what! But the God in whom we move and live and have

our being is always trying to break through the darkness of sin and death to us through his Holy Word
and blessed Sacraments. Revelation requires people who are looking for God, and better
yet, people who are looking for God to speak to them together on some kind of regular
basis and designated place ahead of time. When all of us put our pieces of the puzzle together,

as is often done in Sunday school and in the magnificent adult Bible studies that take place in the
church, by the grace of God, every Sunday—people become enlightened to the real presence of God in
our world and of the grand design he has put into place for every one of us as well.
Every time we come here, the LORD God Almighty himself, according to his very
own promise, continues to provide us with gatherings like this where he still purifies us
from sin, doubt, and fear today! He brings us the forgiveness of our sins through his Son’s shed
blood on the cross for us, not by our bringing to his altar a lamb we have purchased, or even two turtle
doves. He brings us himself---the ONE who first entered out world as God’s own precious Baby boy,
who grew in stature and in the favor of both God and people, Luke tells us, inviting us to come and
fellowship with him at his Table again today! Amen

